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Newspapers.  With  the  exception  of  a  five-year  lapse  by  the  Civil 
War,  newspapers  have  been  published  in  Tan pa  uninterruptedly  since  the 
founding  of  the  weekly  Herald  in  1854. 


pour  daily,  six  weekly  and  four  monthly  publications  currently 
cover  the  field.  These  include  two  English  and  two  Spanish  dailies, 
two  Italian  weeklies,  one  tabloid,  one  labor,  ore  Negro  and  one  legal 
notice  weekly.  The  two  English  dailies  carry  complete  day  and  night 
wire  news,  nationally  syndicated  columns,  popular  comic  strips,  full 
stock  market  reports,  Florida  and  national  produce  reports  snd.a  general 
run  of  local  news  an  metrop  litan  features.  The  Trmpa  Morning  Tribune, 
covers  the  morning  field,  the  Tampa  Daily  Times,  the  aftemo  ,  and 
both  cover  a  greater  portion  of  the  est  Coast  of  "lorida  with  troir  com¬ 
bined  circulation  of  70,000.  They  belong  to  the  Bix  :  ix  daily  group  of 
Florida,  two  each  in  Jacksonville,  Miami  ?nd  Tampa. 


The  foreign  language  dailies  are  La  Traducion  °nd  La  Gazeta,  both 
printed  in  Spanish.  These  are  widely  read  by  residents  of  Ybor  City  -nd 
est  Tamps,  the  principal  Spanish-American  colonics.  They  are  well  edit¬ 
ed  and  printed  and  cover  local  and  general  news,  ith  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  Spain  and  Cuba. 

In  the  weekly  field  are,  two  Italian  papers,  Triunfe  and  the  Italian 
gress;  the  Tampa  Bulletin,  printed  by  and  for  jSfegroee;  end  three  weeklies 
printed  in  English.  The  latter  are  the  Saturday  Evening  News,  a  news  re¬ 
view  with  political  interpretations;  the  Free  Press,  devoted  to  local  news 
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nnd  legal  advertisements;  and  the  Florida  Labor  Advocate,  an  A#  F.  of  L. 

» 

Journal  for  union  workman. 

The  four  northlies,  oil  printed  in  English  are:  the  Florida  Grow¬ 
er,  a  magazine  devoted  to  agriculture,  fruit  culture,  stock  raising  and 
related  industries;  Tampa  Topics,  a  pocket  size  magazine  comprising 
toariat  information;  the  Citrus  Indu  try,  chiefly  devoted  to  th-  grow- 
in;„  and  marketing  of  oranges,  grapefruit  and  other  citrus  fruits;  and 
the  Sun  Dial,  a  newsy  'house  organ"  of  the  Peninsular  Telephone  Company. 

The  Florida  Clipping  Service,  operated  by  Russel  Fay,  columnist  and 
publicist,  has  its  headquarters  in  Tampa.  In  addition  to  a  newspaper 
clipping  bureau,  Fay  supplies  Florida  papers,  with  a  mail  news  service 
and  v, -rites  a  weekly  statewide  column  celled  "Too  Late  to  Classify." 

As  far  as  can  be  determined,  Tsmpa’s  earliest  paper  w  s  the  Herald , 
believed  to  have  been  established  in  1854  with  Thad  C.  Andrews,  publish¬ 
er  and  James  C.  Jones,  editor  and  owner.  The  oldest  existing  copy  in 
T'mo-  i  in  a  collection  of  early  publications  preserved  by  T-.  B.  McKay, 
chairman  of  the  editorial  board  of  the  Tampa  Dally  Times.  This  is  the  is¬ 
sue  of  February  22,  1854,  No.  7,  Volume  1.  The  Herald  Inter  became  the 

Peninsular.  Urder  that  name  the  issue  of  March  3,  1855,  No.  3,  Volume  2, 

\  '  ■ 

advised  that  the  name  Tampa  Her- Id"  was  being  dropped  an  that  Florida 

Penin:  ular  was  being  substituted. 

In  explanation  the  editor  commented:  "As  a  matter  of  our  own  taste 
•  nd  for  no  important  rea  on,  we  have,  onnected  with  the  enlargement  and 
improved  mechanical  apoearance  of  our  sheet,  the  change  of  its  name.’’ 
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This  was  accompanied  by  an  earthquake  the  sane  day.  ’’The  report  and  shock 
of  the  earthquake,’'  said  the  Peninsular,  "was  very  sensibly  heard  and  felt 
by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tamps...  The  air  was  felt  to  vibrate,  and 
houses  shook  with  such  violence  as  to  inspire  many  of  our  citizens  with 
terror.” 

The  Peninsular  w.s  a  democratic  weekly  of  four  parses,  six  columns, 
set  in  brevier  Roman  old-style  type.  ^Virtue,  Economy  and  Intelligence 
are  the  True  Elements  of  National  Greatness,”  streamed  across  its  front 
page.  Printed  on  a  fairly  good  paper  with  a  rag  base,  the  print  is  still 
clear  and  readable.  No  headlines,  even  for  the  biggest  neY/s,  were  larger 
than  10-point  type,  single  column.  Outside  new:,  generally  lifted  from 
other  papers,  was  several  weeks  old.  There  were  no  illustrations  except 
a  few  stock  wood  cuts.  Type  was  hand-set,  and  all  matter  home  print. 
Sometimesjthe  compositor  ran  ”out  of  sorts”  and  used  a  few  wrong  font  let¬ 
ters  or  had  to  invert  w’s  for  m*s,  but  in  the  main  the  mechanical  work 
was  excellent. 

About  half  the  front  ?age  was  taken  up  by  advertising,  and  the  rest 
by  stories,  jokes,  poetry  and  household  recipes.  The  news  was  printed  on 
inside  pages,  and  there  was  little  of  a  local  nature.  Most  of  the  matter 
was  political,  reprint  from  Washington,  New  York,  Chariest;.:,  Atlanta  and 
T-  11  aha  s  see  papers. 

Nearly  every  issue  carried  a  stilted  love'  story  and  One  or  ".ore  poems. 
The  stories  followed  the  set  pattern,  in  hich  the  pallid  heroine  was  pur¬ 
sued  by  a  polished  villain.  The  la  !y  fainted  at  the  slightest  provocation, 
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ond  the  villain  hissed  and  twirled  a  bis'-’  c  he.  Poems  wailed  mourn¬ 


fully  of  unrequited  love,  death  and  the  grK  ,  or  were  rhymed  expletives 
against  northern  abolitionists. 

Advertisements  included  lotteries,  hi ch  were  then  legal;  notices  of 
slaves  for  sale,  r?ay  slaves,  and  merchandise. 

Unaware  that  Tampa  was  to  become  famous  as  a  cigar  manufacturing  city, 
the  Peninsular  in  April  1855,  expressed  dissenting  views  on  the  cost  of 


smoking : 


"DISGRACEFUL  10  RUMiiJI'IY.  —  It  is  said  to  be  an  indisputable  fact 
that,  taking  the  whole  United  St?  tes  together,  mud  ore  or  y  expend¬ 
ed,  annually,  for  the  single  article  of  cigar.  ,  than  for  11  the  common 
schools  in  the  Union." 


Notice  was  al  o  given  that  Ordinance  No.  54,  foaleri  in  Town'llall 
February  6,  1855,  officially  banned  the  firing  of  guns  an^  pistols  and 
hunting  in  the  streets  of  T  mpa,  and  "any  person  convicted  before  this 
board  will  be  fined  ©r  imprisoned  at  he  discretion  of  same." 

In  August  of  1855,  census  figures  were  publi  bed  showing  that 
••tales  ..nd  females,  white  nd  blr?ck  were  evenly  divided. 


I 


"HILLSBGhOUGE  CENSUS  FOR  *55.  —  ;e  are  under  xany  obligations  to 
our  gentlemanly  sheriff,  H. r.  L.  T.  Kendrick,  for  a  copy  o’  the  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Hillsborough  County  which  he  has  just  completed.  This 
report  includes  Manatee  County  —  it  not  being  organised.  Here  is  the  re¬ 
sult:  548  males  over  £1  years  of  age,  white;  637  males  under  21  years  of 
age,  white;  411  females  over  °1  years  of  age,  white;  655  females  under  £1 
years  of  age,  white;  727  children  between  5' and  18,  white;  287  children 
in  school;  355  rrrle  slaves;.  381  female  slaves;  2  free  negroes  and  4  female 
negroes  free;  5,014  tot  1  number  inhabitants. 


A  later  issue  of  the  same  year  referred  to  the  .Second  Seminole  Indian 


uprising: 


( 
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We  learn  that  Capt.  Si  non  I.  Sparkman  has  organized  a  small  com¬ 
pany  and  marched  into  the  In  lian  territory.  Capt.  Sparbnan  was  one  of 
the  most  effective  officer  ?  in  thr  old  Indian  wars,  nd  the  celerity 
with  w hi  ±  he  Las  perfomed  this  important  uoveoa  nt  .is  suff  lei  .  nt  guar 
antee  that  he  has  lost  none  of  the  spirit  of  younger  days.  e  hope  he 
may  succeed  in  raising  a  full  company  —  no  one  is  bett  r  lualified 
to  command.” 


An  issue  of  February  18156  recorded  familiar  pioneer  names: 

"CITY  ELECTION •  —  At  an  election  for-  mayor  ?nd  councilman  of  the 

city  of  Tampa,  held  on  the  9th  inst.  ,  Judge  J.  B.  Lancaster  was  elected 
mayor j  M.  C. 'Brown,  C.  .  Crawford,  J.  B.  Faglcr  and  D.  A.  Branch  were 
elected  councilman.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  other  officers: 
Wm.  Ashley,  clerk ;  i.  |f.  Lockhart,  treasurer,  A.  II.  Facet ta ,  marshal.  .  . 
On  Thursday  last  the  officers,  were  sworn  in  by  Judge  Turman.” 


From  a  December  1858  issue  the  existence  of  a  local  board  of  ap¬ 
peal  is  revealed: 


"TO  HILL  BOROUGH  COUNTY  REGULATOR  I  am  informed  by  a  respectable 
member  of  your  body  that  I  have  been  accused  by  one  Benjamin  John  so  2  ,  of 
having  killed  his  hog,  and  that  he  could  prove  it,  which  I  pronounce  to  be 
a  point  blank  lie.  Your  honorable  body  will  confer  a  favor’  on  me  by  aecu  ing 
the  evidence  of  said  Johnson  and  presenting  it  to  your  humble  oerv,t.  ETH 
HOWARD.” 


A  later  issue  reported  that  Seth  Howard  had  admitted  killing  the  hog. 


More  pioneer  names  appear  when  Volunteer  Fire  Company  No.  1.  was  or¬ 
ganized  that  same  year  03  follows: 


"H.  V.  Snell,  captain;  J.  D.  Haygood ,  1st.  Lt.;  J.  .  Massey,  fnd  Lt, 
J.  T.  Lesley,  1st  Sgt. ;  J,  L.  Brown,  1st  Coro.;  .  J.  hponcer,  fnd  Corp. 

J.  ?.  B.  Haskins  -rd  Corp.;  H.  L.  Cr  me,  4th  Corp.  junior  company  cr 
posed  of  young  men  under  18,  included  J.  .  Spencer,  A.  right,  S.  Lr 
J.  A.  McKay,  and  W.  Ferris." 
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Following  yellow  fever  epidemics  in  18515,  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Florida  passed  quarantine  laws  which  constituted  the  govern¬ 
ing  body  of  any  city  or  town  as  a  board  of  health.  Article  XVI  of  the 
quarantine  laws  for  the  Port  of  Tampa  recited: 


"A  malignant  fever  (yellow  fever)  having  made  its  appearance  at  Key 
West,  with  which  port  a  constant  communication  is  kept  up  with  this  town, 
and  it  being  deemed  important  to  protect  the  tov*n  from  the  introduction  of 
contagious  diseases,  the  laws  were  passer1  and  ordered  published." 

> 

Dr.  Darwin  A.  Branch  was  appointed  Port  Inspector  about  that  time 
to  succeed  Dr.  J.  .  Brookbank,  deceased.  Some  time  later  yellow  fever 
broke  out  in  Tampa,  and  the  citizens  formed  a  "shot  gun  quarantine"  to 
prevent  outsiders  suspected  of  carrying  the  disease  from  entering  the  town. 


Still  little  was  known  of  this  dread  disease  in  1859,  as  shown  by 
a  reprint  from  a  medical  paper  in  the  Peninsular  of  July  2,  in  which 
"fomites"  was’  given  as  the  cause: 

"A  peddler's  pack  or  sailor's  jacket  may  raise  a  panic,  and  blast 
out  coroner ce  —  and  scatter  citizens,  if  either  should  be  suspected  as 
"fomites",  and  a  single  case  of  sporadic  fever  should  bo  ascribed  to  either. 
But  let  the  people  be  enlightened  and  taught  the. t  for  the  generation  of 
atmospheric  source  of  yellow  fever  out  of  Havana,  New  Orleans  or  New  York, 
a  temperatur  of  90  degrees  of  F.  is  necess  ry  and  must  be  continued  for 
some  weeks:  and  that  yellow  fever,  under  such  circumstances,  may  be  manu¬ 
factured  anywhere,  and  will  become  epidemic  if  filth  end  putrifying  vege¬ 
tation,  and  crowded  apartments  and  foul  air  abound,  as  in  e  dirty  city. — 
DR.  REESE’S  MEDICAL  GAZETTE." 


During  one  epidemic  in  1887,  a  statement  from  Dr.  L.  r. .  V^eeden,  then  a 
physician  in  Tampa,  has  been  quoted  by  Lillian  McDuffee  in  her  book.  The  Lure 
of  Manatee  : 

I  foresaw  the  condition  when  cigar  m  kers  began  coming  to  Tampa  from 
Havana,  ,vhore  yellow  fever  was  epidemic  and  the  population  had  become  immune, 
or  partially  ao  ,  to  it.  But  when  it  was  transplanted  to  “loridn  shores  it 
assumed  a  much  greater  virulence.  People  stampede^,  left  their  houses  open 
with  fires  burning;  left  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  wagon,  embarked  in 
row  boats,  and  some  were  drowned. 


u 


Mrs,  McDuffee  also  mentioned  a  yellow  fever  epidamic  said  to  have 
been  brought  to  Hillsborough  County  in  1867  from  Havana,  by  the  steamer 
Southern  Star. 

Much  has  been  writte  of  the  South  during  the  il  War  but 
literature  missed  much  of  the  human  side  in  that  portenxous  period  while 
the  war  clouds  were  gathering. 

In  the  vault  of  the  Tampa  public  library  are  34  copies  eff  the  Penin¬ 
sular,  published  be  tween  January  1860  and  March  1861,  which  furnish  a  liv¬ 
ing  panorama  of  that  time. 

They  record  particular"' y  the  growing  bitterness  of  the  South  at  the 
increasing  anti-slrvery  activities  of  the  North,  as  well  as  depicting  con¬ 
tain  orary  social,  political,  ana  civic  life, 

William  Spencer  was  then  the  publisher.  The  editor,  up  to  March  31, 
1860,  hod  been  lfonso  Delaunay,  on  which  date  the  name  of  Simon  Turman 
appeared  as  editor.  The  paper’s  location  was  given  on  the  masthead  as 
"First  door  west  of  Mr.  Dagenhart’s  residence"  The  first  of  this  series 
of  the  Peninsular  is  dated  January  7,1860.  It  contain*  a  three  column 
article  dealing  with  the  slavery  question,  copied  from  the  Tallahassee 
Floridian  of  December  4,  nearly  a  month  old,  consisting  of  a  "Report  on 
Federal  Relations"  rendered  by  the  Florida  house  of  r:  ores- natives.  The 
report  was  mostly  defense  of  slavery  and  advocated  the  right  of  the  South 
to  secede. 
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Several  editorials  in  this  issue  denounce  northern  Abolitionists 
end  urge  secession  of  the  Southern  st' tea.  Advertising  furnished  o  picture 
of  more  varied  scope. 

Three  different  lotteries  used  display  space:  The  Georgia  State  Lot¬ 
tery,  with  headquarters  in  Savannah,  which  announced  drawings  every  Saturday, 
with  a  capital  prize  of  t:60»000  >nd  other  prizes  aggregating  £366,000;  Hodge, 
Davis  &  Company’s  Consolidated  Lotteries,  of  Macon,  offered  a  capital  prize 
of  100,000  and  others  totaling  $271,000;  Wood,  Eddy  &  Company’s  Lottery, 
of  Augusta ,  Atlanta  and  Wilmington,  Del.,  offered  $320,000  and  emphasized 
"More  prizes  than  Blanks." 

The  Modern  drug  store  was  easily  outdone  by  Tampa  merchants  of  the 
1860’s.  They  handled  slaves,  groceries,  hardware,  millinery,  livestock,  ladies’ 
garments,  tinware,  liquors,  ship  anchors,  patent  medicines,  lumber,  guns,  feed, 
woodenware,  points,  hides,  tallow  and  cotton,  all  in  one  store. 

Kennedy  &.  Darling’s  announced  "hoop  skirts,  powder  and  shot,  codfish, 
seegars,  grindstones,  men’s  cravats,  buckskins,  paataloons,  whiskey  and  fancy 
colored  silk  and  velvet  vests  for  en." 

E.  •  Clarke  &  Company,  besides  the  foregoing,  had  "Kentucky  jeans, 
cassimers,  crinolines,  white  and  colored  cambricks,  alpacas,  merinos,  nd 
misses  and  la  ie  s  flats." 

’  ichael  Wall,  Tempo  Street,  a  progenitor  of  the.  present  fir  of  Knight 
&  Wall,  offered  similar  lines,  and  featured  "Ladies’  steel  hoops,  sperm  oil 


and  snuff 


C.  L.  Friable  disclosed  that  for  "cash  and  barter",  he  had  just 
received  a  tempting  array  of  goods"  by  the  schooner  Spencer  from  Hew 


York.  He  especially  mentioned  "A  full  line  of  Dr.  Jane’s  Family  Medi¬ 
cines"  and  "800  copies  of  Mr.  Jqyne’s  Family  Almrnac  to  be  distributed 
gratis."  This  almanac  was  a  household  treasure  as  it  contained  the 
year’s  calender,  gave  changes  of  the  moon,  and  predicted,  more  or  less 
inaccurately,  the  weather  "or  each  day  of  the  year,  besides  confessing  to 
the  food  v  lity  of  the  doctor’s  medicines.  On  the  front  cover  was  the 
startling,  picture  of  a  man  with  his  inrides  exposed,  wreathed  with  the 
sign  of  the  Zodiac. 

Madison  Post,  formerly  mayor,  advertised  the  usual  range  of  goods, 
and  offered  to  ay  "highest  prices  for  deer  hides,  tallow,  furs,  beeswax 
and  cotton." 

"Good  whiskey"  was  then"35j^  the  gallon."  Other  prices  were:  "  ilot 
bread,  6/.C  per  pound,  coffee,-12^  per  pound,  ham,  15^  and  b  eon  12/S  per 
pound,  flour,  |>5  a  barrel."  Ten  cents  a  pound  was  offered  fo1  deer  hide. 

The  only  steamship  service  was  conducted  by  the  Hew  Orleans,  l  ey  est 
and  Havana  mail  vessels  Galveston  nd  Matagorda,  1,000  tons  each,  calling 
at  all  intermediate  points  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico."  One  or  the  other  of 
tbs se  ships  was  scheduled  to  touch  at  Tampa  about  twice  a  month.  James 
McKay  was  the  agent. 

Hotels  as  announced  by  the  Peninsular  were: 
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"The  Palmer  House,  kept  by  R.  Duke;  Washington  House,  Mrs.  Ann  M. 

Roberts,  proprietress;  and  the  Florida  House,  run  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Thomas. 
The  Florida  House  offered  "Meals  and  lodgings,  50^  each;  horses  $1  per  day. 

The  Peninsular  of  January  14,  1860,  indicated  an  intention  to  abandon 
Fort  Brooks  "By  order  of  the  State  Internal  Improvement  Fund  trustees,"  read 

s 

a  notice,  the  swamp  and  the  overflowed  lands  of  the  Fort  Brooks  reservation 
are  to  be  thrown  open  for  private  entry  at  the  price  of  *1  per  acre." 

In  the  issue  of  January  21,  1860,  the  editor  deplored  the  fact  that  a 
Tampa  slave  named  Adam,  "valued  at  $1500"  had  to  be  hanged  for  murder.  How¬ 
ever  flogging  and  lynching  parties  were  an  outdoor  activity,  not  deplored, 
as  in  the  same  issue  the  editor  said,  "The  town  has  been  infested  with  gamblers, 
blacklegs,  thieves  and  cutthroats,  and  describing  a  general  purge,  continued, 
"Vice  was  triumphant,  riotous  viJ.ai  ay  was  rampant  —  aye,  stalked  boldly 
forth  In  broad  day.  Quiet  and  peaceful  citizens  were  forced  to  arm  themselves 
to  the  teeth...  Then  the  first  law  of  nature  was  resumed,  the  ordinary  forces 
being  powerless.  One  morning  a  noted  villai i  of  the  deepest  die  was  found 
swinging  to  a  pine  by  the  neck.  A  few  were  whipped,  others  received  orders 
to  leave... We  can  now  say  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that  there  is  not  a 
town  or  county  in  the  whole  South  that  can  boast  of  a  ’^ore  peaceful,  sober 
and  law-abiding  people  than  the  City  of  Tan pa  and  the  County  of  Hillsborough." 

Highlights  of  local  happenings  of  1860  as  recorded  by  the  Peninsular 
covered  a  variety  of  events. 

Captain  James  McKay  and  Ferris  &  Son  were  shipping  cattle  to  Cuba  in 
their  schooners  at  the  rate  of  more  than  400  head  a  month.  McKay  operated 
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the  Salvor  and  Huntress,  while  the  Ferris1  sailed  the  Scottish  Chief, 


The  tax  assessor  of  Hillsborough  Court ;/  announced  there  were  857 

children  of  "schoolable  n@e"  in  the  county. 


Two  old  families  were  united  by  marriage  v  ith  the  editor’s  bless¬ 
ings: 

—  At  the  residence  of  the  Bride’s  father,  the  Honorable 
Perry  G,  Wall  —  in  Hernando  County,  Florida,  by  the  Heveren-  J,  H, 
Breaker,  on  the  evening  of  the  31 at  of  May  1860,  Mr,  Edward  A,  Clarke, 
of  t  is  city,  to  Miss  Sallie  L.  Well, 

Our  slncerest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  wedded 
couple  are  theirs.  Cur  "imp  of  darkness’7  suggests  that  Ed’s 

Will  be  a  blissful  lot 
Whatever  may  befall  — 

His  happiness  will  be  secure 
Protected  by  a  Tall," 


The  Florida  Bakery,  John  F.  Fletcher,  proprietor,  advertised  its 
location  as  "next  to  the  Methodist  Meeting  House. r  Anoth  r  advertisement 
announced  "ice  water  for  sale  at  S.  ,  Brockway’s  11 _uor  store.  Ice 
packed  in  sawdust  was  then  brought  to  Tampa  from  the  north  by  ship  . 


An  editorial  remarked  that  the  Pen.  acola  Observer,  which  had  recent¬ 
ly  app©  red,  was  the  only  daily  paper  in  "'lorida. 

Voting  precincts  were  listed: 

"Ho,  1,  Point  Pinellas;  No.  '  ,  Old  Tkmpa;  No,  3,  Tampa;  No.  4,  lafia 
No.  5,  Fort  Meade;  No.  6,  Fort  Frazier;  No.  7,  Socrum;  No.  8,  Cork;  No,  9, 
Simmons’  Hammock." 


A  dandy  of  that  period,  according  to  the  editor  was,  "a  thing  in 


pantaloons,  with  a  body  and  two  arms;  a  head  without  brains,  a  cigar 
stuck  in  a  hole  before;  tight  boots;  a  cane;  a  scented  white  handkerchief; 
a  starched  collar;  two  brooches;  and  a  show -ring  on  his  little  finger." 


Madison  Post  drew  the  fire  of  Editor  Simon  Turman  with  the  result 

o 

that  the  robust  style  of  journalian  than  in  vogue  has  been  preserved  for 
posterity: 

’'It  appears  that  Madison  Post  has  at  last  fallen  into  the  trap  we 
laid  for  him,  believing  that  his  ’honor’  (a  thing  of  which  he  has  been 
entirely  destitute  for  lcl  these  many  years)  was  assailed,  he  has  consent¬ 
ed  to  give  us  and  the  public  the  data  on  which  he  based  his  slanderous 
accusation  against  us  .  .  .  ‘ 

The  developments  in  the  cau  e  of  our  defense  will  be  published 
next  week,  as  well  as  this  e:  tiferous  emission  from  e  rotten  Pos  — 
this  appeal  to  the  public  from  a  man  whose  soul  is  more  putrid  than  a 
buzzard’s  guts,  from  which  hell’s  hottest  flames  would  recoil  as  vi'  rtue 
does  from  vice,  and  refuse  to  burn  it.” 


There  was  no  follow-up,  so  the  public  learned  little  of  the  trouble 
and  nothing  of  the  outcome. 

Rebellion  had  begun  to  blaze  in  Tampa  and  throut  bout  the  South. 
"Damyankee"  had  become  a  single  word  in  Dixie,  and  "rebel*  the  epithet 
hurled  at  Southerners  by  the  "Damyankees."  The  Peninsular  was  filled  with 
editorials  and  quotations  from  other  pap  rs  showing  the  rising  tide  of 
hatred  between  the  North  and  South. 


Forces  were  at  work  to  destroy  slave  values  and  the  Peninsular  for 
more  than  a  year  had  been  calling  attention  to  them.  Warning  of  inflated 
prices  was  sounded  by  reprinting  a  news  item  from  Montgomery ,  Alabama  as 


"HIGH  PRICES  OF  NEGROIS.  —  we  attended  the  sale  of  Negroes,  says 
the  Montgomery  (Ala.)  Confederation,  of  the  estate  of  Horton,  at  Autaugville 
on  Monday  last,  and  have  not  seen  that  species  of  property  sell  as  high 
since  1838.  Young  negro  fellows  —  common  fieli  haids  of  18  and  CO,  sold 
at  from  n  ,600  to  $1,700.  Stand  from  underi" 


Importation  of  slaves  at  the  instigation  of  the  South  has  been  outlawed 
but  contraband  traffic  continued  and  this,  rather  than  impending  war,  was 
the  greater  threat  to  prices,  but  the  Peninsular  evidently  oYerlooked  that 
angle  in  quoting  from  the  Natchez  Free  Trader; 

"AFRICAN  SLAYS  TRADE  (from  the  Natchez  Free  Trader).  —  There  is  no 
use  in  attempting  to  stop  it.  The  people  of  the  Southern  states  will  have 
them.  The  Africea  slave  trade  is  opened,  and  we  question  whether  a  month 
has  passed,  or  will  pass  within  the  next  five  years  without  a  cargo  of 
Africans  being  landed  on  our  Southern  coast  rnd  given  food,  raiment  and 
Christianity,  too. 

Rumor  has  it  that  considerably  over  200  of  these  redeemed  savages 
have  lately  found  homes  not  a  thousand  miles  from  our  city,  ani  that  Lou¬ 
isiana  and  Mississippi,  as  well  as  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Florida  and  the 
Carolinas,  will  soon  have  rec-uits  busily  engaged  in  drawing  from  the  soil, 
as  water  from  a  well,  the  wealth  indigenous  to  our  lands.  Cotton,  corn, 
sugar,  tobacco  &o,  need  and  must  have  the  labor  of  these  Africans.  We* 11 
take  a  few  ourselves  on  the  "market  terms? 


Key  West  papers  were  quoted  in  regard  to  captured  sieve  ships  and  the 
transhipment  of  bootlegged  blacks  to  Liberia  in  Africa,  a  Negro  republic 
founded  for  freed  slaves.  Many  had  died  in  confinement  but  nearly  1,500 
had  been  returned  to  their  native  continent.  This  was  looked  upon  as  an 
"enormous  government  sin." 


Regulation  of  supply  and  derasnd  was  coral  dered  less  important  to 
slave  values  than  the  defeat  of  Lincoln,  who  stood  for  a  party  that  en¬ 
couraged  the  escape  of  slaves.  Showing  this  to  be  the  greatest  threat  to 
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vested  Interests  of  the  South,  the  Peninsular  reprinted  the  following 
from  the  Savannah  News ; 

"Lincoln  is  elected  by  a  purely  non-slave holding  vote.  He  is 
elected  by  a  party  having  but  one  principle,  and  that  is  hostility  to 
Slavery  in  the  South. . . 

We  know  that  by  the  census  of  185*0,  in  that  year  alone,  one  thousand 
end  eleven  slaves  were  taken  from  us  by  the  underground  railroad,  for  which 
the  South  did  not  get  one  dollar  in  return.  These  slaves  at  the  present 
time,  would  be  worth  largely  over  one  million  dollars!.. . 

We  see  that  Negroes  in  Virginia  are  today  20  to  30  per  cent  less 
valuable  in  the  market  than  they  were  three  months  ago,  nd  the  depreciation 
was  solely  owing  to  the  prospects  of  Lincoln* s  election." 


TO  add  to  the  flames  a  poem  by  George  F.  Ward,  in  the  Florida  Sentinel 
was  reproduced: 

"Hated  and  scorned— belied  and  foully  wronged, 

And  now  ’invaded*  by  a  cruel  rabble 
Of  dissolute  profligates,  the  tools  nd  minions 
Foul  of  a  purpose  fearful,  foul  and  loathsome, 

And  scum-like  of  the  abhorrent  masse 
Of  their  own  foetid  ’First  Society*. 

Men  of  the  South!  Your  would-be  masters  North 
Would  force  upon  you  a  new  code  of  morals, 

A  ’higher  law  Philosophy,*  a  free 

Love  feast  of  dame  and  demosel—  where  Sewards, 

Greeley’s,  Douglasses,  may  interchangeably 
Vrfith  mongrel  ideas  stock  the  South!" 


The  issue  of  February  25,  1860  gave  space  to  an  article  from  the  Apalach¬ 
icola  Times: 

"The  Government  and  its  patronage  may  now  be  considered  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Philistines— the  Republicans — and  the  next  scene  will  be  the  election 
of  Seward  or  Douglas  to  the  Presidency.  Arc  we  prepared  for  such  an  emergency? 
Will  our  sister  states  unite  with  us  and  retire  from  the  Union,  or  *hall  we, 
fo''  the  sake  of  the  Union,  submit  to  further  humiliation?  .  .  .If  a  Republic¬ 
an,  President  is  elected,  dissolution  is  inevitable— peacebly  if  possible — 
forcibly  if  necessary. 


Election  of  Lincoln  moved  the  editor  of  the  Peninsula  r  to  comment  on 
his  own  account: 

"Virtually  the  Government  has  been  dissolved  by  «,he  unhallowed  acts  of 
black-hearted  abolitionists  and  its  deluded  devotees.  .  .  .Sovereigns  of 
Florida!  will  you  sacri  ice  your  honor  and  your  birthri^t  for  a  mess  of 
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pottage?  If  yes,  then  yo  will  merit  and  deserve  of  Abolitionism  for  your 
deprovity,  end  tak©  your  stand  in  the  scale  of  respectability  and  intelli¬ 
gence  in  the  rear  of  ♦nigersi9 . 


Florida  voted  secession  at  a  State  convention  in  Tallahassee,  January, 
1861.  Taupe’s  receipt  of  this  news  was  celebrated  by  the  blowing  of  whistles 
and  ringing  of  bells. 


One  resolution  passed  by  the  delegates  declared:  (Italics  are  the 
Peninsular’s) : 

"All  connection  with  them,  (the  Federal  Government)  ought  to  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  totally  annulled,  and  the  State  of  Florida  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  sovereign  and  Independent  Ration . 


Resolutions  had.  been  passed  in  favor  of  secession  of  Hillsborough 
County  at  a  meeting  hel  "  at  the  court  house  on  March  24,  1860.  Captain  James 
McKay  was  chosen  as  president  of  the  meeting  and  Judge  Simon  Turman,  editor 
of  tie  Peninsular,  as  secretary.  A  committee  appointed  to  draft  the  resolution 
was  composed  of  James  Gottis,  John  P.  Crichton,  James  I'cKay,  J.  D.  Haygood  and 
Madison  Post.  The  closing  resolution  in  part  was  as  follows: 

"RESOLVED,  That,  as  we  believe  the  doctrines  of  the  Blade  Republicans 
are  intended  to  destroy  our  institutions  end  subject  us  to  their  will,  the 
election  of  one  of  their  number  would  be  an  open  declaration  of.  war  upon  the 
slave-holding  States,  nd  should  be  met  by  the  South  by  immediate  severance 
of  those  ties  that  bind  the  States  together.  .  ." 

A  delegation  was  elected  to  convey  the  resolutions  and  advocate  secession 
at  the  State  convention  to  be  held  in  Tallahassee.  The  delegates  from  Tampa 
were:  Louis  Lanier,  £«  F.  Lockhart,  A.  Delaunay,  Joseph  Howell  and  Willie* 
Cooley. 


Scattered  paragraphs  in  1861  indie-  tes  the  imminence  of  conflict: 

"  A  company  of  Minute  Men  has  been  organized  for  defense  of  Tamps,  with 
John  T.  Leslie,  captain;  R.  B.  Thomas,  first  lieutenant;  and  Vincent  Leonardy, 
second  lieutenant." 
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* 

"The  Florida  State  Militia  has  seized  the  forts  and  Nevy  Yard  at 
Pensacola." 

"The  steamer  Star  of  the  Vest  with  Federal  troop3  on  bo  rd  v;as  fired 

upon  by  the  State  Militia  on  Morris*  Island." 

•  "The  citizens  of  St.  Augustine  have  taken  possession  of  the  U.  S.  fort 
at  that  place."  . 

"Governor  Perry  (of  Florida)  has  purchased  arm',  including  1,000  Maynard 
rifles  and  5,000  ?v!inie  muskets. 

"FORT  GtB'TFx?  TTIRFA TFNED .  —News  from  Washington  dated  January  11th  states 
that  Lieut.  Talbot,  the  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Fort  Sumpter,  rrlved  there 
and  had  a  conference  with  the  President  *nd  General  Scott.  It  is  under  flood 
that  the  policy  to  reinforce  Fort  Sumter  at  all  hazards  hue  been  adopted." 

The  i  sue  of  .he  Pen  In  ruler  for  May  26,  1861,  ir,  the  lost  known  to  exist 
between  that  time  and  1866.  Neither  are  copies  available  of  any  other  paper 

I 

that  might  have  been  published  in  Tamps  during  that  time.  Doubtless  the 
opening;  of  hostilities  between  the  N0rth  and  the  South  caused  on  embargo 
that  shut  off  supplies  of  pr  per  nd  printer’s  ink.  Also  it  is  likely  that 
the  fraternity  of  newspaper  men  may  have  entered  the  service  of  the  Confederacy. 
In  any  case  it  appears  that  Trmpp  was  without  r.  local  paper  for  the  duration 
of  the  war.  Even  the  city  government  was  suspended  during  that  period. 


In  its  last  available  issue  appeared  an  ordinance  issued  by  the  State 

convention  on  April  27,  1861,  which  said  in  part: 

"T'HEHMS,  a  conflict  of  anus  has  happened  between  the  forces  of  the 
government  holding  possession  of  the  army  and  n  vy  of  the  United  States,  -nd 
a  war  of  invasion  has  been  commenced  by  said  government  upon  the  rights, 
liberties  and  soil  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States.  .  ♦  . therefore 
"BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  PEOPLE  OF  FLORIDA  IN  CONVENTION  ASSEMBLED  ,  that 
if  any  person,  being  an  inhabitant  or  citizen  of  this  State,  shall  voluntail  ly  an 
without  force,  acknowledge  or  obey  eny  laws  or  orders  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  sought  to  hr  inforced  in  t  is  T  tate, . . .  .the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  offending  shall  upon  conviction  be  punished  by  fine  and  imprison¬ 
ment  at  he  discretion  of  the  jury;  and  shall,  moreover,  forfeit  all  hi  :  or 
her  lands,  goods  end  chattels,  to  the  use  of  the  State,  and  be  forever  dis¬ 
qualified  from  citizenship  in  this  State.  «,  . 


I  / 
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A  further  provision  of  the  ordinance  forbid  any  inhabitant  of  Florida 
from  1  having  the  State,  and  from  in  -ny  way  a  sol  sting  ’’the  Government  at 
Washington  claiming  to  be  the  Government  of  the  United.  States.*1 

The' ordinance  was  signed  by  John  0.  McGehee,  president  of  the  conv  ention, 
and  attested  by  3.  Harris,  secretary. 

This  dictum  and  the  proclamation  by  President  'Lincoln  again  t  “the  insur¬ 
rection  that  exists  in  Florida'’’  represented  the  final  barrage  of  words  from 
both  sides  that  we^  soon  to  b©  succeeded  by  the  blast  of  cannon. 


The  Lincoln  proolmaat ion  relative  to  Florida  in  full  ■  s  it  appeared  in 
the  Peninsular  of  ;  ay  £6,  1861,  declared: 

e 

vhereee,  an  insurrection  exists  in  the  State  of  Florida,  by  which  the 
lives,  liberty  and  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  en¬ 
dangered;  and  w heroes,  it  it:  deemed  proper  that  all  measure*  should  be  taken 
for  the  protection  of  such  citizens,  end  all  officers  of  the  United  States 
in  the  discharge  of  thtlr  public  duties  in  the  state  aforesaid: 

Now,  the ref ore, be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  direct  the  commander  of  th<  forces  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Florida  Coast  to  permit  no  per  ens  to  exorcise  any  office  of 
authority  on  the  inland  of  Ley  '”est,  the  Tortuges  and  Santa  oen,  -.hie  h  may  be 
inconsistent  with  the  lews  and  Constitution  of  the  Unite  ;  States;  authorizing, 
him,  at  the  same  tine,  if  he  shall  find  it  necessary,  to  u:-penr  the  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  and  to  remove  from  the  vicinity  of  the  United  Stater  fortresses 
all.  dangerous  and  suspicion,  perrons.  Th  itness  wher*of,  &0« 

A.  LB; COm." 


Post  Cl  il  ’  nr  Period.  Up  to  the  Peninrular»s  issue  of  January  19,  1861, 
it  made  no  mention  of  any  other  newspaper  published  in  Tampa  or  Hillsborough 
County,  However,  in  that  issue  hditor  Turman  1  nnouncod  the  arrival  of  the 
schooner  Hibbard,  from  New  York,  of  '  press,  tyoe  an-'  other  equipment  for  a 


new  paper  in  Temps.  Its  name  was  to  be  the  gunny  Louth  ,  nd  its  editor  Colonel 


-18- 


A,  Delaunay,  a  former  editor  of  the  Peninsular .  Editor  Turman  welcomed 
the  newcomer  in  a  paragraph  of  friendliness  and  goodwill,  but  so  far 
as  records  ‘go,  with  that  salutation,  the  Bunny  South  passed  into  obliv¬ 
ion,  and  the  Peninsular  went  into  a  five-year  eclipse. 

hfter  the  lapse,  during  which  the  Civil  War  had  been  fought  and  its 
grievius  aftermath  appeared,  the  Peninsular  resumed  publication  in  May  1866. 
The  first  issue  in  preserved  files,  dated  May  5,  is  listed  as  "Vol.  1,  No.  2," 
The  paper  reappeared  as  a  four-page  four-column  sheet.  Publishers  were  J.  E. 
and  E.  K.  SpenCer;  editor,  Sam  C.  Craft. 

On  the  editorial  page  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  entitled  "South 
Florida,"  began  as  follows; 

"In  the  up-benring  of  society,  consequent  upon  the  terrible  war  through 
which  we  have  just  psssed,  much  of  public  attention  has  b  on  directed  to 
South  Florida.  It  is  our  purpose  to  say  something  of  its  climate*,  soil,  pro¬ 
ductions  and  capabilities.  .  . 

The  Civil  Eights  Bill  has  been  passed,  and  edi  tor  Craft  comments  upon 
it  in  the  May  IP,  1366  issue;  *  . 

"As  many  reports  have  been  afloat  in  reference  to  the  "Civil  Rights  Bill" 
....  we  have  at  last,  through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  received  a  copy 
of  the  famous  bill,  better  described,  perhaps  if  we  had  placed  an  in  before 
our  descriptive,  he  lay  it  before  our  reader  -  this  week,  that  they  rv.y  rend 
and  judge  for  themselves.  .  .  . 

The  bill  was  printed  in  full,  and  the  editor  appended  a  doleful  note: 

"What  of  the  future?  Have  we  any  grounds  of  hope?  For  one,  we  must 
confess  we  see  none;  none  at  all." 

3  last  existing  copy  of  the  Peninsular,  bears  the  date,  December  22, 
1871,  although  it  may  ave  continued  after  that  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
its  demise  and  the  birth  of  the  Simla nd  Tribune,  first  file  copy  of  which  is 
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in  the  McKay  collection  is  Janus ry  6,  1877,  Ho,  44,  Volume  1, 

The  3unl  ■id  Tribune  was  a  wee  ly  published  by  C.  N.  fiawkins,  pro¬ 
prietor  and  editor,  and  Dr,  John  P.  Wall,  associate  editor.  Dr,  Wall,  on© 
of  Tar  pa’s  first  physicians  is  said  to  hare  engaged  in  this  work  princi¬ 
pally  as  an  avocation,  delighting  in  editorial  attacks  on  political  ad¬ 
versaries.  Ee  was  once  ehallengedjto  a  duel  by  Col.  Frank  Harris,  of  the 
Ocala  Banner.  Dr,  Wall  accepted  the  challenge,  and,  allowed  to  select 
weapons  and  the  place,  named  e!:  ovels,  and  Mrs.  Bunch  H  cowpen  at  Six -mile 
Creek  as  the  beet  source  of  ammunition  for  them.  The  duel  did  not  ensue. 

In  1878  appeared  the  Tampa  Guardian,  edited  by  Judge  James  'T.  Magbee, 
which  ran  until  1886.  Dr.  Wall  nan*  d  the  judge  "Old  Habeas  Corpus,  Carpet¬ 
bagger  politician,"  a  title  based  on  court  proceedings  that  became  celebra¬ 
ted  throughout  the  nation. 

It  seems  that  Judge  Magbee  had  dissolute  tendencies  that  eventually 
landed  him  in  the  county  Jail.  The  sheriff  gathered  him  up  one  day  "hile 
he  was  ’’sleeping  it  off*'  along  the  street.  Coming  to  behind  bars,  the  old 
judge  immediately  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  out  of  his  own  court  to 
have  himself  produced  there.  This  was  done  and  he  forthwith  dismissed  the 
charges  against  himself  and  had  issued  warrants  for  the  sheriff  and  a  deputy, 
charging  false  imprisonment.  This  pair  was  brought  befo  e  him,  but  when 
the  judge  noticed  that  the  courtroom  bristled  with  guns  in  the  hands  of  the 
defendant’s  friends,  ho  accorded  then  the  same  treatment  he  accorded  him¬ 
self.  The  cases  were  disnissed. 


-20 


From  1878  to  the  beginning  of  1886 ,  the  Guardian  and  the  Tribune 
were  the  only  papers  in  Tampa.  At  that  ti .re  the  Tribune  became  a  semi¬ 
weekly,  ?nd  two  newcomers  came  into  the  field,  the  South  Florida  Courier 
and  the  est  Hillsborough  Times.  At  the  end  of  1886,  the  C-uardic n  sus¬ 
pended  publication  and  the  Tanpe  Weekly  Journal  began.  The  fbur  papers 
ran  through  most  of  the  year  1807,  when  the  Court er  and  Times  were  dis¬ 
continued,  leaving  only  the  weekly  Journal  md  the  semi-weekly  Tribune 
at  the  beginning  of  1888.  These  two  held  the  field  until  the  beginning 
of  the  1890’s;  when  the  tri-weekly  Trl bune  an^  the  Daily  Journal  appeared. 

The  Tribune  appeared  as  a  daily  for  a  time. 

Although  no  copies  are  to  Ke  found,  the  first  daily  paper  in  Tampa 
was  the  Daily  News,  better  known  as  the  "Daily  Kicker,"  which  began  publication 
shortly  before  the  appearance  of  the  Tribune  ^nd  Journal ,  both  of  which  were 
purchased  '  nd  suspended  to  make  to y  for  the  present  Dally  Times,  Tampa’s 
afternoon  paper,  which  was  begun  in  1895. 

Preserved  copies  of  early  papers  in  the  Me  ay  collection  at  the  Tnnpa 

Dally  Times  include:  T^nr-a  Feral d,  1855  ;  Florida  Peninsular,  1855-1871; 

Sunland  Tribune,  1877-1883;  Tempo  Guardian ,  1878-1086;  Tampa  Weekly  Tribune, 

% 

1883-1891;  South  Florida  Courier,  1886-1887;  best  Hillsborough  Ti-es  1886- 
1887;  Tampa  Weekly  Journal,  1886-?  1887;  Tampa  Daily  Journal,  1890;  ^Pn?)R 
Trl -Keek  ly  Tribune,  1890-1891;  FI  rlda  Mirror,  1880;  Tampa  Tribune,  1892; 

T  mpo  erkly  Times,  1893-1910;  Tampa  Daily  Times,  1893  to  present;  Tampa 
Evening  News,  19C8  (8  copies).  These  files  ore  not  open  to  the  public,  but 
the  en insular  issues  in  the  public  library  may  're  seen  on  request. 


The  collection  portrays  reconstruct.. on  days  and  the  gradual  adjustment 
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to  changed  conditions,  the  tempering  of  opinion  end  finally  a  reuniting 
of  interests  when  war  with  Spain  seemed  certain. 

The  Simla nd  Tribune  of  January  15,  1830,  with  lYall  as  editor,  struck 
a  tolerant  note  in  reporting  a  visit  to  Florida  by  General  Grant:  "UG 
are  glad  to  note,*  said  the  Tribune,  "that  our  sister  cities,  Fernandina 
end  Jacksonville,  honored  themselves  in  honoring  ©x-presi dent  Cr^nt  on 
his  arrival  in  those  places.  As  a  soldier,  the  South  has  nothing  to  com- 
plein  of  him  except  that  ultimate  success  crov.neu  his  efforts  to  bring  the 
war  to  a  favorable  issue  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  Union;  and  surely  as 
democrats,  we  have  no  right  to  lament  over  this  no  when,  we  all  profess  to 
be  union-loving,  end  that  in  it  alone  is  to  be  found  the  palladium  for  Amer¬ 
ican  liberty. 

In  1883  the  seme  paper  commented:  "Those  old-fashioned  democrats  who 
oppose  Federal  aid  in  the  support  of  the  state  schools  should  be  sent  at 
once  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute.  They  would  form  r  valuable  addition  to 
collections  of  fossil  spec  linens," 

In  1889  Plant  had  not  completed  his  Tampa  Bay  hotel  so  Tampa’s  inter¬ 
est  lay  in  other  directions,  as  indicated  by  the  Tribune  of  th  t  year:  "South 
Florida  is  now  engaged  in  a  fight  to  protect  her  o  rierciaL,  agricultural, 
stock-raising  and  ra  nufacturlng  interests  from  the  hotel  interests  of  the 
eastern  section.  The  legislature  wil'*  b-  a  to  decide  which  in  of  more  value 
to  the  state,  a  settler  or  a  tourist,  a  hotel  or  a  factory." 

uoon,  however,  troubles  in  Cuba  were  to  distract  attention  from  such 
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contx'oversiea  r.nd  Taapa  was  to  be  the  center  of  war  activities  ngeinet 
Spain.  ben  hostilities  earae  to  a  head,  three  nemos  in  particular  f''  u  *ed 
in  the  1.  cul  news,  the  filibu-.  ter  -hi  Three  friend©,  teddy  .Rocs  etc  It 
and  Rich ird  Harding  Davis*  The  gim-running  ship,  the  exploits  of  which 
have  be o o.ae  historic  "egends,  nr.de  regular  calls  nt.  Tamoa.  on  one  occasion 
the  Times  repo  .-ted  its  presence  in  words  and  picture. 

A  headline  of  March  25,  1897,  proclaimed.* 

■m  FILIBUSTER  TEHEE  FRIEND  r 
COT  A  Lu  r  IN  3 1  CRT  CF  T.  -.MPA 


A  Bold  and  Dering  Expedition  is  How  ha lely  Away  on  the  Broad  Bosom  of 

the  Mighty  Gulf  of  Mexico 


Shadowed  Cloeuly  by  a  Ti'ass  fteprter  until  they  Sailed 


The  Bo  at  Came  into  Traps  Bey  Thursday,  just  behind  the  ascott©  ■  nd  took 
1  ok  around,  then  saucily  steamed  into  Hillsborough  Bay,  an  \  af¬ 
ter  night,  ca:  3  within  sight  of  the  custom  house  and  tooV  on 
it©  cargo  -  Capt.  Lewis  travels  under  an  assumed  name, 
but  was  discovered. 


A  pen-and-ink  sketdh  by  Taylor,  "vet ©ran  cm* toonist , ?*  of  the  Times 
carried  this  caption*  •TEE  F.MO1 isf-s  ?  ILIBGGT  :  STE’MFI!,  »THT?FE  FRIENDS  a 
sketch  of  the  boot  made  by  a  Times  artist  Thursday  afternoon  as  she  rode 
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et  anchor  in  Hillsborough  Hay  waiting  to  take  on  hot*  cargo  of  munitions 
of  war  for  her  latest  Cuban  expedition.” 

/ 

The  war  correspondent  largely  instrumental  in  making  the  Tliree 
/'Tiendc  famous*  in  articles  and  fiction  wa.c  hailed  with  less  acclaim. 

Said  the  Time  a  of  '  ay  18,  1898; 

’Richard  Harding  Daria,  the  correspondent  vhc  wrote  up  the  fairy 
tale  for  the  Row  York  Journal  about  Mrs.  Arran  go  being  indecently  stripped 
and  searched  on  board  the  Clive  tie  in  Havens  harbor  several  months  ago, 

and  said  very  uncomplimentary  things  about  Florida  in  connection  with  the 

< 

names  of  nosers,  lant  and  vlagler,  h?  s  joined  the  army  of  correspondents 
at  the  Tampa  Bty  ot  1  It  is  hoped  that  vr.  Davis  ia  here  this  time  to 
write  facts  instead  of  liction." 

"Teddy"  -oce ©volt  and  his  clattering  retinue  of  celebrated  Hough  riders 

were  prr.cti  ally  squelched  into  to  n  under  an  eight- point,  one  line  he-d 

with  a  two-line  bleck-face  drop  in  the  Morning  Tribune  of  June  4,  1898; 

"R0G£FV1XT*S  HOUGH  HIDEBS 

"They  Arrived  in  the  City  Yesterday  .And 
went  into  Carap 

■’Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  la to  -asei  at  on  t  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  formerly  n  member  of  the  board  of  police  consnis  si  oners  of  New  York  City, 
arrived  in  thr  city  yesterday  with  *his  regiment  of  rough  riders. 

"The  reg  iient  is  composed  of  the  most  highly  educated  college  men, 
millionaires,  sons  of  millionaires,  cow  boys  nd  Indian  8  coute,  end  t'-fcen 


as  a  whole,  i  one  of  the  best  refl  ®ntn  in  the  service  for  rough  nd 
reedy  work  in  the-  field. 

"The  regiment  c ■■me  in  over  the  .  Co  k  P»  railroad,  and  i  now 
in  camp  near  the  cavalry  and  infantry  camp  in  the  rear  of  the  Tampa 
Bay  Hotel.  There  was  consider able  trouble  in  getting  transferred  from 
the  T  ,  o.  &  P.  depot  to  the  camp  site,  and  Col.  Roosevelt  expressed  his 
o  inion  freely  of  things  in  general,  and  railroads  in  particular. 

"'The  men  forming  the  regiment  will  :-o  to  Cuba  with  the  first  mili¬ 
tary  expedition,  but  the  present  rospect  is,  t  at  hey  will  have  lo 
leave  their  horses  behind  until  the  second  expedition  sails,  for  there 
will  ot  be  enough  room  on  the  transports  for  all  the  men  and  the  horses 
of  Hoosevelt’s  regiment.  Thin  has  put  the  een  in  r  bed  humor,  bu  etting 
mad  wot, *t  help  things.  The  regiment  has  been  musts;. eel  into  ;  ervice  -nd 
is  under  orders,  and  the  orders  must  be  obeyed. 

The  T,  C,  ft  P.  railroad  referred  to  Was  the  Florid-:,  Central  and 
peninsular,  a  forerunner*  of  the  Seaboard  ir  Line. 

The  launching  of  Tampa  *  t  two  existing  daily  news  aoera  wrote  a  chap¬ 
ter  of  journalistic  hardships  through  the  1090* e  that  u  11  of  ne  r  collapse 
for  both.  However,  fighting  economic  head  leaps  and  each  other  the  pair 
survived  to  become  rank  ini.  publications  in  the  Florida  newspaper  field  • 

Tampa  Daily  Times.  45  years  old  irx  193,  is  published  every  <  it  mo:  n 
except  Sunday,  is  ulng  several  regular  editions  nd  occasional  extra o.  It 
usually  carries  12  to  1©  pages,  eight  columns,,  and  is  served  by  full  day 
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and  night  reports  of  the  Associated  Press.  The  printing  plant  and  of¬ 
fices  of  the  Times  are  well  e  dipped. 

i 

As  Tampa’s  oldest  existing  newspaper,  the  Tines  has  been  publish¬ 
ed  since  February  1893.  It  is  a  successor  to  the  Tampa  Journal,  es¬ 
tablished  in  1886,  and  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Tribune  which  began  publica¬ 
tion  in  1876.  These  two  papers  were  purchased  and  consolidated  by  a  group 
of  T;:mpa  business  men  to  give  the  citizens  a  daily  paper.  A  corporation, 
with  a  capital  of  #25,000,  was  foimed  to  launch  the  Times. 

Col.  John  T.  Hearn,  its  first  editor,  retired  and  pest  95  years 

9 

of  age,  was  still  alive  in  Chesterfield,  S.  C.  in  1936.  A  second, 
who  favored  a  gold  standard,  was  removed  to  be  succeeded  by  Col.  John  D. 
Calhoun  who  had  previously  published  a  weekly  paper  ir  Nebraska.  It  was 
through  Calhoun’s  efforts  in  that  state  that  .111  lain  Jennings  Bryan  enter¬ 
ed  politics,  according  to  a  statement  by  Bryan  himself  . 

In  October,  1898,  the  paper  reached  s  financial  crisis.  Employ¬ 
ees  remained  unpaid,  stock  arrived  C.O.D.,  and  wire  news  had  to  be  paid 
for  in  advance.  One  Saturday  after  on  the  manager  went  to  Editor  D.  B. 
McKay,  grandson  of  Capt.  Jamas  McKay,  I,  and  told  him  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  get  out  another  issue  and  asked  him  to  take  over  the  plant. 
Assets  were  i  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  creditors,  but  McKay  agreed  to 
attempt  to  salvage  the  business.  He  borrowed  enough  money  to  meet  imme¬ 
diate  needs,  but  for  the  next  six  months  heroic  efforts  were  required  to 
keep  it  going.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  McKay  to  spend  an  entire  week  in 
the  plant,  not  going  home  until  after  the  Saturday  evening  issue  went  to 
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oress.  He  prepared  copy,  solicited  advertising,  ?-nd  Trent  a-rtcr  cir¬ 
culation.  At  night  he  iatrihuted  type  so  that  no  time  might  be  lost 
the  following  morning  when  the  printers  reported  for  work.  A  pile  of 
old  newspaper?  provided  a  couch  where  he  snatched  a  few  hours  sleep. 

During  the  last  yellow  fever  epidemic  the  printers  became  refugees, 
and  for  three  months  McKay  rpn  the  paper  wltf  only  the  assistance  of 
Frank  Jones,  an  old  Negro. 

Nevertheless,  shortly  after  e  seaming  ymnngsTont,  McKay  began  buy¬ 
ing  stock  In  the  paper  and  eventually  became  sole  owner.  In  July  1932, 
ho  leased  the  Times  to  David  Smiley  of  Philadelphia  and  Ralph  Nicholson 
of  New  York,  seasoned  newspaper  men. 

The  Tampa  Daily  Timer  claims  to  have  originated  the  good  roads  move¬ 
ment  in  rlorida  in  1909  by  calling  a  convention  of  four  or  five  hundred 
leading  citizens  of  the  Gulf  Coast  of  South  Florida  to  stimulate  a  motor¬ 
cade.  The  meeting,  held  in  continuous  session  in  the  courthouse  from 
8  *>.m.  to  4  p.r..,  resembled  a  political  convention  in  point  of  oratory. 
Trophies  were  offered  to  motorists  making  a  round  trip  to  Jacksonville 
in  the  shortest  1<  rrth  of  time,  ^ith  least  dor-age  to  the  automobile.  Six¬ 
teen  cars  entered  leaving  Tampa  November  23rd.  They  got  bock  three  days 
leter,  and  while  winners  rrmined  obscure,  the  ensuing  publicity  gave  much 
impetus  to  road  building. 

During  the  Sp a ni s h-  American  V’ar,  when  tt  embargo  was  placed  on  Cuban 
tobacco,  the  Tines  cooperated  -ith  the  county  co-mis;  ioaers  by  offerin 


-27- 


prizea  for  growing  Cuban  tobucco  in  the  vicinity  of  Tampa.  First 
crops  produced  were  i^uite  satisfactory,  but  replantings  showed  steady 
deterioration  of  quality,  bo  the  project  was  abandoned. 

The  original  meeting  of  a  group  in t ere  ted  in  the  organization 
of  a  citrus  fruit  exchange  was  held  i  the  Times  office,  and  a  delega¬ 
tion  financed  by  the  paper  was  sent  to  California  to  study  marketing 
methods  of  that  State  • 

The  Timas  also  launched  Tampa*  s  annual  Christmas  "empty  stocking 
fund"  in  1912.  The  Tinea  is  assisted  by  the  vSalvation  Army  in  dis¬ 
tributing  Chris  tax  s  cheer  to  the  needy.  Its  1938  circulation  exceeded 
30,000  daily,  covering  southwest  Florida.  Trucks  make  delivery  to  towns 
within  a  100-mile  radius. 

Tampa  doming  Tribune*  The  Tampa  Morning  Tribune,  published  every  morn¬ 
ing  including  Sunday,  has  been  orinted  since  March  1893.  It  averages  16 
eight-column  pages  nd  is  produced  in  a  completely  air-conditioned  plant. 
The  Tribune  uses  leased  wire  reports  of  the  Associated  Press  and  United 
Press}  with  day  and  night  service. 

Its  founder,  Vallace  F.  Stovall,  bom  in  Elizabethtown,  'rntucky, 
January  4,  1869,  with  u  twin  brother,  T.  L.  Stovall,  cone  to  Florida  in 
1886,  to  take  a  job  in  the  print  shop  of  a  brother  -in-law  in  Ocala.  A 
lad  of  eighteen  he  shortly  afterward  started  the  Independent  at  Lake  Weir, 
and,  then  bought  out  his  broth cr-i n- 1  ow  --nd  become  the  puhl  1  her  of  the 
Ocala  Free  Press.  Mext  he  moved  to  Sumterville  and  launched  the  Times. 
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Tollowed  Ih  n  the  Polk  County  News  at  Bartow  in  1891* 

Here  he  built  up  a  flourishing  weekly,  bought  a  home,  and  with  a  ■ 
wife  and  child,  become  a  figure  of  more  or  less  local  prominence.  Pe 
wanted  e  doily  paper,  however,  in  a  1  rger  town.  So  with  this  in  mind 
he  visited  Traps,  called  on  on  old  friend,  Ci'euLt  Judge  Hanson,  and 
outlined  his  plan.  The  Judge  thought  it  would  be  poor  business  as  the 
Times  hed  recently  started  as  an  afternoon  daily  with  most  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  men  of  Tampa  as  stockholders.  This  in  the  Judge’s  mind  left  ver; 
little  fie}/  for  s  morning  daily. 

Nevertheless  young  Stovall  called  on  ail  the  people  he  knew,  and 


/ 


though  he  got  little  encouragement,  remained  undaunted.  He  brought  his 


family  nd  his  pnper,  lock,  stock  nd  barrel,  which  war  little  more  than 
the-  proverbial  "shirt  toil  full  of  type"  to  Tempo  overnight,  md  after  a 
momentary  hiatus,  set  up  the  latter  in  a  smell  building  on  Washington 
Street  and  v/ent  to  work. 

.  D.  Lan bright,  editorial  writer  on  tne  Tribune  since  189S,  said 
in  a  biographical  sketch  cf  Stovall:  "Hie  advent  in  Tsmpa  was  by  no 
means  auspicious,  because  the  hard-heerted  railroad  agent  refused  to  re¬ 
lease  the  ’plant’  until  the  freight  was  paid.  That  was  Stovall’s  first 
Tampa  tahtle  —  und  he  son  it.  lie  raieed  the  money,  got  the  ’chop*  out 
of  the  freight  house,  and  set  it  up  in  a  ramshackle  building.’ 

The  Tampa  Tribune  was  born,  and  i'irewo  k3  sta  ted  at  once  over  the  use 
of  the  name  Tribune,  formerly  u  ed  by  the  Times  comp  ny  but  abandoned. 


I 
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Litigation  followed  but  Stovall  ton  rnd  t?rnt  on  to  mors  Victoria.'''.  The 


earlleyt  copy  of  the  v<ornlng  Tribune  in  th-  t  pnper’e  file s  i  o  Volume  1, 

No.  8,  c.ctfei  ‘px  il  4,  1893,  indicating:  that  the  first  issue  must  have 
appeared  the  latter  part  of  .'larch  of  that  year. 

V-ith  most  of  the  huainetsmen  holding  ytock  in  the  Times  -ubli  nlnr 
Company  there  was  little  advert! t.  in g  revenue,  but  young  Stovall,  nbitious 
and  determined,  had  the  faculty  of  asking  frlen  1s.  He  made  friends  particular 
ly  with  members  of  the  county  commission,  inviting,  them  to  ure  Mr  of  lice 
as  headquarters  when  in  town.  This  eventually  led  to  the  Tribune  getting 
the  delinquent  tax  list,  r>.  rich  advert!  -inf  plum.  Th<*n  he  secured  th  con¬ 
tract  to  publish  liquor  petitions  v.ich  were  long  drawn-out  effalrs  taking 
up  a  full  column  end  sometimes  alnoettwo,  through  sever? 1  issue a, 

«  t 

Nevertheless  the  young  man* s  expanses  gpt  beyond  control.  An  his  bio¬ 
grapher  continued: 

’’Tamps,  to  the  youno  editor,  teemed  made  up  entirely  of  cold  shoulders, 
rarble  her rts ,  icy  stares  und  non-opening  pockets.’ 

Hi?:  own  words  written  In  1225  ’•her.  he  relinquished  the  Tri  bun  a  gives  a 
clearer  picture  of  those  e' rly  struggles: 

"I  started  the  Tribune  as  a  four-page,  six  oolumn,  six-dry,  bcbtail, 
boilerplate  drily  and  worked  as  editor,  solicitor,  fcypest  tf er,  preesman,  cir¬ 
culation  manager,  tosiden  holding  every  other  position  in  thr  office,  doing 
more  work  than  t  11  tho  other  forco,  which  Included  only  four,  performing  from 
18  to  20  hours  every  day  for  a  score  or  more  oi  yetu'i..” 
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The  darkest  day  arrived  with  th o  sheriff  who  descended  upon  the 
Tribune  end  padlockod  and  pasted  an  attachnent  notice  upon  the  door, 
but  when  Stovall  came  down  and  found  hiimself  and  staff  locked  out  he 
was  only  nonplussed,  not  subdued.  He  went  across  the  street  to  a  hard¬ 
ware  store,  borrowed  a  nail  puller,  end  with  this  proceeded  to  draw  the 
nails  from  the  door  hinges,  leaving,  the  lock  intact.  He  got  out  a  paper, 
but  the  next  morning  was  served  with  a  writ  for  contempt  of  court.  He 
wsnt  to  his  frien),  Peter  0.  Tnight,  then  a  young  lawyer  at  the  beginning 
of  his  career,  and  asked  him  to  take  hi3  case,  KHight  advised  him  to  ap¬ 
pear  without  counsel  and  put  on  a  show  of  innocence  snd  ig  orance,  with 
a  few  tears  thrown  in  for  good  measure.  This  strategy  worked,  and  the 
charge  was  dismissed.  The  claim  ms  eventually  settled  snd  the  Tribune 
continued  on  its  way,  but  the  i  sue  of  January  5,  1894,  left  off  the 
line,  "Publisted  every  day  except  Monday, "  snd  the  Tr  ibune  became  a  weekly 
for  a  tine.  On  December  28,  1894  announcement  was  mode  th-  t  starting  with 
the  new  ye^r,  January,  1895,  it  would  again  become  a  doily.  From  then  on 
it  has  maintained  an  unbroken  schedule  in  the  daily  field. 

In  the  beginning,  Stovall  and  Lombr ight  were  the  entire  staff.  Edi¬ 
torial  rooms  were  in  ar\  old  frame  building,  and  on  frequent  occasions  Ne¬ 
groes  were  hired  to  turn  the  press  by  band.  J.  .  Mims,  present  general 
manager,  has  been  '  ith  the  paper  since  1904.  After  moving  several  ti  les  the 
paper  in  1924,  was  firrlly  installed  in  Stovall’s  own  building  at  Tom  a  and 
Twigg  Streets. 

In  1925,  after  thirty-two  year;,  cf  watching  hie  paper  rnd  T'  mpe  grow, 
'.iallece  F.  Stovall,  then  Colonel  Stovall,  having  been  made  a  Colonel  by 
three  governors,  sold  the  Tribune .  The  purchasers,  a  local  syndicate,  re- 
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sold  a  year  later  to  S,  E.  Thomason  of  Chicago,  and  John  Stuart  Bryan  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  who  formed  the  Tribune  Company  and  moved  into  a  new  build¬ 
ing  in  1935.  .  Presses  were  going  in  the  old  and  new  building  at  the  time 
of  transfer  and  not  an  issue  was  missed. 

The  Tribune’s  circulation  exceeds  50,000  and  is  delivered  by  truck 
and  carrier  throughout  southwest  Florida.  The  paper  is  Democratic  in 
politics  and  has  mede  an  active  cumpaign  in  the  interes  ts  of  the  citrus 
fruit  industry,  harbor  improvements,  and  clean  government,  city,  county 

and  state. 

Thomason,  one  of  the  owners,  has  a  home  on  Davis  Islands  and  passes 
part  of  e-  ch  year  in  Tcrepc  .  Bryan,  his  partner,  who  is  president  of  r,'il- 
liari  and  J'ary  College,  and  publisher  of  the  Richmond  liews -leader  ,  seldom 
has  time  to  visit  Tampa,  R.  ,  Simpson,  managing  editor,  represents  the 

ownership  locally. 
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A  STUDY  OF  THE  LATIU  PRESS  TT  YBOR  CITY,  TAMPA,  FLORIDA 

Circled  by  an  American  city  of  Anglo-Saxon  population 
that  has  Jjrown  up  around  them,  Tampa’s  Latin  colonies  present 
an  interesting  contrast  to  American  life,  with  their  exotic 
sights,  sounds,.  tortitadtimoKiaat  customs  and  institutions* 

hp  VV*0'»'N 

Their  newspapers  add  typographically  to  this  contrast 

question  marks 

with  their  querr  looking  inverted/at  the  beginning  of  fekx  sentences, 

K8XtfcertXK£  dashes  used  in  place  h£xj$  of  "quotes",  inverted 

exclamation  points  be  ore  the  exclamation,  and  advertisements  of 

commodities  whose  names  are  a  puzzle  to  Americans*  But  aside 

and  difference  in  language, 

from  these  oddities/  there  is  no  great 

iftfficyyinttiB  difference  between  the  -^atin 

and  Jnglish-language  papers  published  locally  at  this  time. 

To  present  an  understandable  study  of  the  sphere  and 
influence  o  the  Latin  press  here,  it  is  advisable  to  begin 
with  an  outline  of  the  background  and  the  present  economic, 
social  and  ethnic  phases  of  this  large  division  of  ifcnmpa:** 
the  city’s  population. 

Ittien  Vicente  MartinAz  Ybor  and  the  firm  of  Sanchez  &  Haya 

sought  to  escape  labor  troubles  by  moving  their  large  cigar 

factories  from  Key  West  to  the  stagnant  town  that  was  Tampa  in 

1886,  bringing  most  of  their  Cuban  and  Spanish  em  loyees  with 

a  new  industry  and 

them,  they  started  Jk  Latin  immigration  that  has  continued,  though 
decreaslngly,  for  more  than  half  a  century. 

By  1939  Tampa’s  population  of  these  racial  groups  had 
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reached  approximately  12,000  Cubans,  8,500  Spaniards  and 
8,500  Italians,  all  of  whom  dwell  more  or  less  harmoniously  in 
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the  crowded  Latin  sections. 

About  20,000  of  them  live:  in  Ybor  City  and  more  than 
9,000  in  Y/est  Tampa,  the  latter  a  a  newer  and  smaller  replica 
of  the  original  colony  named  for  Ybor.  With  the  exception  of 
some  Uegro  quarters,  these  districts  are  occupied  almost 
wholly  by  Latins,  having  their  own  newspapers,  social  clubs, 
hospitals,  schools,  churches,  theaters,  shopping  sttstrlcts: 
centers,  and  stores  which  import  their  favorite  commodities 
from  native  lands.  Though  slightly  separated  geographically,  the 
two  colonies  are  loosely  spokeh  of  by  Tampans  generally  as 
Yharxflttiy  "Ybor  City,”  and  the  same  newspapers  circulate  in  both. 

Almost  90  per  cen$.  of  all  Latins  here  are,  and  have  always 

*  / 

been,  either  employed  in  cigar  factories  or  otherwise  supported 
either  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  cigar  industry.  An  average 


day  made  in  the  Latin  colonies,  and  the 


of  a  million 

payroll;has  exceeded  seven  million  dollars  a  year.  Men,  women 
boys  and  girls  are  employed  in  the  industry.  Most  of  the 

adults  are  members  of  the  Cigarmakers1  International  union,  an 
affiliate  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor ?  with  ^membership 
of  about  8,000.  In  1938  a  rift  was  caused  in  the  locaj. 

unions  by  the  allegd  leanings  of  some  members  toward  thexftii  CIO. 
The  ensuing  dispute  lasted  three  months,  and  was  settled  in 
1939  by  the  dissenting  unionists  reaffirming  allegiance  to  the 
AFL  union* 

Latin  newspapers  depend  fo.r  their  circulation  almost 


* 


fl 


. 


i 


•  v  •  J 


\  / 


,i 


* 


rs 


/ 


\ 


Latin  Press 
Tampa,  Florida 

Lindsay  M.  Bryan 


The  Latin  newspapers  depend  for  their  circulation  almost 
entirely  upon  these  workers,  and  their  advertising  revenue 
is  derived  chiefly  from  "business  houses  patronized  by  them. 


Therefore  it  is  but  Isgisla  logical  that  thfc -publishers  gen- 

\  /  \ 

erally  are  strongly  pro-labor  in  their  policies.  Also,  it 

is  this  dependency  on  the  working  classes  that  has  always 

caused  the  prosperity  of  the  papers  to  wax  and  wane  in  direct 

TOLtissL  ratio  to  the  prosperity  of  the  cigar  industry. 

Largely  the  Spanish  immigrants  were  attracted  to  Tampa 

from  both  Spain  and  Cuba  by  the  opening  of  the  cigar  manufactO 

here,  incidental  lucrative 
uring  industry/ and  the/prospects  of/employment  therein  or 

establishing  a  business/  of  their  own.  Ethnically  these 
and  their  descendants 

Spaniards/prpsent  physical/  characteristics  true  to  their  racial 
origin.  Predominantly  they  are  of  medium  height  and  weight, 
with  oval  or  aquiline  feces,  sallow  to  fair  complexion,  with 
dark  eyes,  straight  or  wavy  hair,  slender  hands  and  feet,  and 
the  women  particularly  have  generally  smaller  feet  than 
Anglo-Saxon  women. 

In  temperament  the  Spaniards,  particularly  those  of  mature 
years,  are  dignified  and  courteous,  but  somewhat  reserved 
with  non-Latin  strangers.'  ut  among  their  own  race,  and  with 
Americans  in  v/hom  their  confidence  has  been  established,  they 
pre  warm  hearted,  animated,  sociable  and  hospitable.  Sensi¬ 
tive  and  proud,  they  are  resentful  of  questionaires,  regarding 
them  as  unwarranted  prying  into  their  affairs. 
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A  love  of  beauty,  art,  music  and  drama  is  characteristic 
of  these  Hispanic  pec&EB  peoples,  and  this  has  been  fostered 
here  by  their  newspapers  as  well  as  their  aaa±jsl,  clubs.  These 
clubs  are  unusual  for  an  an  American  city  of  Tampa* s  size. 

As  the  result  of  social  inclination,  economic  need  and 
a  strong  cooperative  spirit,  the  local  Latin  inhabitants  have 
been  distinguished  almost  from  fch&irxxyrixxl  beginning  of  thir 
colonization  by  the  organization  of  social-medical  eooperativ 
societies#  ach  of  the  racial  subdivisions— the  Spaniards, 


Cubans  and  Italians— has  ono  or  more  such  clubs  of  many  years 
standing.,  with  an  elaborate  clubhouse  and  socialized 

f  {kSlLisC-C-*  , 

medic  Inc  The  larger  clubs  have  their  own  hospitals, 

while  the  1  sser  ones  maintain  well  equipped  medical  clinics 

All  these  institutions  are  supported  by  weekly  membership  dues 

ranging  from  25  cents  to  1#50, 

The  clubhouses  serve  as  social  centers,  each  having  its 

theater,  ballroom,  reading  room,  canteen  and  recreation  hall* 

Here  the  members  meet  fc®  and  spend  most  of  their  leisure  time, 

in  conversation,  discussions,  dancing,  indoor  games  and  other 

amusements#  Their  women  and  children  participate  in  the  medical 

benef  ts,  and  at  open-house  occasions  at  the  clubs 0 

The  Latin#  are  highly  gregarious,  the  men  finding  thedir 
chikally 

social  contacts/at  clubs  and  coffee  houses #*&dxfch&:xjranien  The 

chief  Interest  of  the  womeh  is  in  their  homes,  but  like  the^ir 
Ameriunn  sisters  they  do  much  back-fence  visiting  and  ciffplitag 
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informal  dropping  in  at  each  other’s  homes*  -et  they  enjoy 

chaperoning  their  unmarried  daughters  at  club  hdances  and 

as  well  as 

other  entertainments*  Younger  adults/jawt  adolescents  of  both 
sexes  are  but  little  different  in  their  pastimes,  habits  and 
interests  from  their  American  associates. 

Intensity  of  likes  and  dislikes,  jealousy  of  their  fcilits, 

the 

loyalty  to  their  friends,  devotion  of  the  workers  to/caur.c  of 

organized  labor,  and  an  intensely  militant  parti aanship  on 

|\  '  ' 

the  side  of  liberal  democracy  are  other  traits  mwaavm  common 
to  most  Latins  of  Iberian  blood  in  Tampa. 

Coming  nov/  to  a  study  of  the  whit©  Cuban  population, 

the  largest  of  the  gngaixkgtig  Latin  groups, all 

7  |  ‘  :\ 

that  has  been  said  here  of  the  Spanish  temperament,  social,  mad 
cultural  and  economio  status  and  physical  characteristics,  applies 

x 

as  well  to  the  Caucasian  Cuban  population,  as  they  are  nearly 
all  of  Spanish  stoek.  Cuban  cigarmakers,  both  white  and 
T©gro,  flocked  to  Tampa  from  the  island  after  this  city  became 
a  clger  manufacturing  center,  partly  because  of  higher  wages 
offered  h^re  but  chiefly  to  escape  the  galling  yoke  of  Spanish 
rule  in  Cuba,  Because  i  the  large  number  of  Cubans  hero  Ybor 
City  is  often  called  "Little  Havana, n 

The  >Tegro  Cubans  in  all  physical  aspects  resemble  the 
Afro-American  'Tegro  .'s,  matching  them  in  ilbIssjs.  all  types  from 
the  distinctly  negroid  through  the  various  mulatt^  shadows  of 

color  and  and  fcatural  makeup  to  the  occasional  nea  -Caucasian  type, 

2/.  : 
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But  in  temperament  and  mental  attitude  there  is  a  marked 
difference  between  thr  Afro-Cuban  and  the  Afro-American  of 
Florida*  'The  former  is  far  more  self-assertive,  opinionated 
and  aggressive  than  his  American  prototype.  Accustomed  £o 
mingling  with  whites  in  Cuba  on  terms  approaching  equality, 
the  Afro-Cuban  has  found  it  difficult  to  adjust  himself  to 
the  rigidly  drawn  color  line/  aahcitx  in  Florida* 

The  ^egro  Cuban,  through  centuries  of  Spanish  association 
and  influence  on  the  island,  has  absorbed  the  customs,  point  of 
vievr,K2t&  proclivities  b£  and  traditions  of  his  Spanish  com¬ 
patriots  until  he  has  become  more  Hispanic  than  *Tegro,  except 
in  physical  aspect*  The  most  pronounced  non-physical/  African 
heritage  they  retain  is  a  lingering  belief  in  voodoism  and 

witchcraft,  and  a  love  for  the  v/$B?d  Cuban  music  of  African 
literate  here 

origin*  The/axajsatkKii  Cuban  "'Tegro/reads  the  same  newspapers 
and  has  practically  the  same  attitude  toward  life  as  his 
white  countrymen. 

Spanish  has  for  centuries  been  the  universal  language  of 
Cubans,  whits  and  "Tegro,  although  most  of  these  nationals  in 
Tampa  below  middle  age  neve  learned  to  speak  nglish* 

Of  the  local  Italian  population,  the  great  majority  came 
here  in  the  1890* s,  and  are  chiefly  of  Sicilian  stock*  Lured  * 
by  th<  warm  climate,  prospects  of  employment/  in  cigar  fac© 
tories  and  the  presence  here  of  so  many  other  Latins,  r&mte 
came  direct  from  Italy,  but  the  greater  number  migrated  from 
other  American  cities.  They  found  here  a  congenial 
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atmosphere  and  a  climate  similar  to  that  of  their  native  land, 
as  they  settled  inxkx  among  the  Spaniards  and  Cubans* 

Generally  of  shorter  and  stockier  build  and  with  faces 
more  rounded  than  the  Spanish  types,  the  Italians  have  the 

f 

same  dark  eyes  and  dark  aaxyxarxjnaxl  hair  as  these  groups,  but 
usually  a  more  swarthy  complexion*  In  most  respects  similar 
to  their  neighbors  of  Spanish  blood,  the  Italians  are  some¬ 
what  1  rn n  me more  carefree  in  disposition*  Animation, 
sociability,  intensity  of  emotion  and  love  of  beauty  txxafea 
arc  shared  by  them  with  the  Spaniards  and  Cubans*  Finding 
-  Spanish  to  be  the  universal  language  of  Ybor  City,  the  Ital¬ 
ians  so  n  learned  to  speak  that  language.  Perhaps  90  per 

many  of  them 

cent*  of  them  now  speak  Spanish,  read 

the  local  Spanish  prpFiLE  newspapers. 

> 

The  Roman  Catholic  faith  being  the  native  religion  of 
Spain,  Italy  and  Cuba,  the  majority  of  these  racials  in 
Tampa fs  Latin  colonies  adhere  to  the  spirit  of  that  religion, 
although Religious  forms  and  church  attendance  are  largely 
left  to  the  women  and  children. 

The  cultural  and  social  life  of  all  the  Latin  groups 
centers  chiefly  in  their  clubs,  which  are  far  more  democratic 

v 

than  plutocratic*  In  these  clubs  reading  tables  are  supplied 

with  local  Spanish  ne  spapers  es  well  as  papers  and  magazines 

published  in  other  American  cities  and  some  foreign  publications* 
newspapers 

'To  Italian/papnr.s  ore  published  in  Tampa  at  this  time,  although 
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a  local  club  paper  i3  printed  at  intervals  in  the  Italian 
language* 

Public  schools  maintained  by  the  city  and  county  In 
Ybor  City  provide  the  regular  Tnglish  courses  and.  are  attended 
almost  exclusively  by  Latin  pupils*  Latin  students  also 
attend  the  city  hlghsohools,  and  many  receive  higher  education 
at  universities  and  colleges*  Latin  students  in  these  insti¬ 
tutions  rate  equally  in  scholastic  attainments  with  non-Latins* 
There  are  several  parochial  schools  to  v/hicli  the  mors  devout 
Catholi  s  send  their  youth. 

The  Tampa  public  library  maintains  branches  In  the  Latin 

\ 

districts  with  books,  newspapers  and  magazines  In  the  Latin 
ps  well  as  English  languages* 

The  older  Latins,  few  hf  whom  have  learned  to  speak  or 
read  inglish,  usually  read  newspapers  and  magazines  pub¬ 
lished  In  their  own  language*  For  local  news  the  majority 

jJU+* 

of  mfiujpfre-  rerd  Spanish- language  papers  printed  here,  but  for 
information  on  world  affairs  they  usually  turn  to  the  larger 
journals  I  sued  In  Havana  or  ^Tew  York* 

The  vast  majority  of  younger  Latins  hore,  3ay  those 
under  received  their  education  in  American  schools  and 
are  able  to  read  lJiglish  as  well  ns  their  ancestral  language* 

Many  of  them  prefer  local  nglish- language  papers  be  cause  of 

news  of  * 

their  greater  content  of/spor  s,  social  doings,  school 
activities,  moving  pictures,  radio  and  the  comic  strips,  in 
all  of  which  they  re®  take  a  k.  en  interest.  . 
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The  radio  also  is  a  vory  popular  aourca  of  kxtin  Inf  on¬ 
to  tl  Latins* 

at  Ion  find  entertainment/  To  a  large  number  it  takes  the 
place  of  netrsp  pens  and  other  literature.  Broadcasting 

stations  in  Cuba  and  Mexico  provide  almost  continuous  programs 

the  United  States  and 

in  Spanish  that  include  n-.-vrs  reports  of /foreign  countries, 

besides  orchestra  music,  vocalists,  comedy,  drama,  grand  opera 

/ 

end  other  features*  These  programs  are  clearly  recoived  in 

many 

Tamps  on  most  sets*  In  tills  way/Ybor  City  residents  have 

become  almost  independent  of  newspapers*  Besides  this  &  vast 

majority  of  Latins  here  understand  Ihglish  so  well  that  they 

prefer  to  listen  to  American  broadcasts,  and  time  are  stron  ly 
toward 

influenced/ to  an  Amer lean  point  of  view  in  many  ways* 

the 

Some  authorities  assert  that/ with  American  schools, 
business  and  social  contacts  with  Americans,  libraries,  local 
English-language  newspapers  and  the  radio,  particularly  in 
recent  years,  have  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  the 
Americanization  of  Latins  in  Tampa* 

having  now  presented  a  general  picture  of  Ybor  City's 
background  and  contemporary  life,  wo  may  wmt  approach  with  a 
better  understanding  a  study  of  the  Latin  press* 

In  the  general  circulation  field,  there  are  now  (April, 
1939)  two  daily  paper  sprinted  entirely  in  the  Spanish 
language  and  one  weekly  that  is  printed  partly  in  Spanish  and 
partly  in  English*  The  dailies  art  La  Traduccion-Lo.  Prensa,  a 
morning  paper,  and  La  Gaceta,  published  in  the  afternoon*  The 
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^nJZhe^vr  efr-ly  f  Laid  are  ^  .1  riernldo  Oominical^all-Snaniah,  and 
Triunf o,  the  latter  dividing;  it 3  space  about;  equally  br tween 
the  Spanish  and  English  languages* 

In  addition  to  these  there  is  a  long-established  weekly 
trade  union  paper,  i'l  "ntemaclonal.,  pr Intod  mostly  in  Spanish 
but  with  a  generous  English,  section.  It  is  the  official 
journal  of  the  seven  looal  bronchos  of  the  International  Cigar- 
makers  '  itttX  union,  which  is  one  affiliated  with  the  A’.'L*  Its 
circulation,  claimed  en  5,000,  is  confined  principally  to 
union  oigarmakers,  as  its  contents  consist  largely  of  labor 
union  news.  "Tot  being  of  general  circulation,  it  v/ill  not 
be  further  treated  here* 

and  semi-Spanish 

The  Spnnlsh-languago/papers  here  are  all  so  nearly  alike 

in  format  and  contents  that  a  description  of  one  v/ould  closely 

the  difference  in  language  and 
apply  to  all*  Aside  from/some  typographical  peculiarities 

these  papers  are  much  the  same  in  kXxb.  appearance,  siso  and 

content  as  a  majority  of  small  American  journals.  In  each 

there  Is  an  editorial  section,  general  informative  news  of 

local  news, 

the  United  States  and  foreign  ooun trie 8,/comment  from  contrib¬ 
utors,  personal  and  society  items,  a  few  photographic  Illus¬ 
trations,  and  gt  norally  some  ccD^.BJLCtaa  syndicated  cartoons 
and  comic  strips  of  American  production.  Approximately  one  third 
of  the  total  space  is  devoted  to  advertising,  divided  about 
equally  between  ads  of  American  and  Latin- American  business  • 
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The  nnaSdas/Latln  papers  are  are  circulated  entirely  by  sub¬ 
scription*  Fone  are  sold  by  newsbbys,  and  none  could  be 
found  on  news  stands* 

The  policy  of  all  these  papers  is  virtually  the  same, 
jusjBxiak^xxmdxs&xangiyxlnfiiiS^  as  they  all  depend  for  support 
on  the  working  classes* 

,  Concerning  aat±ma±x±xxam£  local,  national  and  world 

issues,  they  are  adteEflnly  strongly  pro-labor/  and  leftist* 

They  are  vigorous  and  outspoked  in  support  of  the  liberal 

flew  Deal  policies  of  President  Franklin  D*  Roosevelt  and 

other  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  masses,  but  are  not 

communistic®  ~t  may  be  said  that  the  policy  of  the  papers 
the 

is  moulded  by/demands  arjcvxxKx  of  their  readers,  rather  than 
being  shaped  by  the  views  of  their  editors  or  publishers. 

In  world  affairs  the  dramatics  of  the  acaxsisadk  present 
situation  and  the  possible  outcome  with  reference  to  the 
the  countries  of  their  nativity  or  ancestry  provide  a  power¬ 
ful  interest  to  Latin  readers.  Particularly  is  this  true  of 
those  of  Spanish  extraction  in  regard  to  the  conditions  in 
Spain*  Overwhelmingly  they  have  been  in  sympathy  with  the 
Loyalist  government  there,  and  the  Ybor  City  press  has 
continued  to  reflect  this  attitude. 

This  sympathy  has  found  practical  expression  in  gener¬ 
ic  tin 

ous  contributions  by  the/populace  of  money,  ambulances,  food, 
clothing  and  other  assistance  to  the  Loyalist  bhuxjs  forces 
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Since  the  rebellion  in  Spain  Tampa  atins  have  donated  and 
3ent  t Hn::gHXXxriLa.Tm;t-.c tEggpa  several  thousand 

dollars  in  oash.,  two  motor  ambulances,  tons  of  food  and  adds 

/2^yt 

clothing,  and,  twer  million  cigarettes  to  their  fighting  com¬ 
patriots  in  the  war-tom  republic*  ^eirxiacwikxnxwspp  Local  \ 
Latin  papers  have  atbiy  assisted  In  arousing  this  generosity 

and  i:i  other  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  LoylAst  cause* 

and 

Uniformly  the  papers  are  against  Fascism/  Unzlism,  / 

varies 

TSditorial  comment/  ±&xxj3db&&S  as  to  labor  union  systems,  some  times 

again  leaning  toward  AFL,  but 
"favoring  CIO  and/KtkEKXxAd^prhHt.cJth^jHH^JBr.xty:: 

all  arc  united  in  support  of  unionism  as  a  principle. 

The  basic  language  of  these  Spanish  papers  is  pure 

Castilian,  but  this  has  been  corrupted  to  an  extent  by  adoption 
from 

ss£/&  ovincial  dialects  and  idioms  until  their  language  nmr 
as  used  at  present  may  be  said  to  be  "Cuban  Spanish,"  rather 
than  Castilian,  Also  the  papers  use  some  American  slang  and 
sport  terms,  as  well  as  American-English  word3  corrupted  into 
Spanish, 

Typographically  the  papers  axe  all  use  10  point  body 
typo,  with  headlines  and  ads  sat  in  various  sizes  from  6  to 
72  point,  K1  ileraldo  Dominical  and  Trlunf o  have  four*  pages 
of  six  columns  each  ;  La  Gaceta  presents  four  7-coluron  pages; 
while  La  Traduce  ion -La  Prensa  has  eight  |nqcMxa£x2t±xxcx  six- 
column  pages,  (iXvCty 

Uone  of  the  local  Latin  papers  subscribe  f or,xKntat]al±fl 
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or  foreign  material 

^ggJcgfrllaft&it  news  service,  but  get  tlieir/imwii  by  the 


(Par . ) 


following  methods:/  Local  nows  through  reporters,  club 
sources,  and  rewriting  from  local  Inglish-language  newspapers. 

National  and  world  news  through  rewriting  from  American 
and  Havana  newspapers. 

Cartoons  and  comic  strips  from  American  syndicates. 
Features  and  occasinal  poems  from  Latin  contributors. 

Occasional  news  stories  from  voluntary  correspondents 

! 

in  Havana  and  Spain. 


The  local  Latin  papers  and  people  generally  are  tolerant 
toward  moral  issues.  The  journals  are  not  given  to  reform 
crusading,  but  wage  xpirJLtKat  energetic  campaigns  on  Issues 
where  their  interests  or  sympathies  are  involved,  such  as 
jfcabor,  pcliticr.l,  economic  and  nationalistic  questions.  In 


customarily 


city,  county  and  State  elections  the  pap&ra/garte^gil-y  unite 
in  supporting  candidates  chosen  by  the  people  at  caucuses  of  their 


Like  native  American^  Ybor  City  voters  flock  to  the  support 
of  office  seekers  v/ho  promise  thorn  the  greatest  benefits.  Their 
leaders,  after  sounding  out  sentiment  in  club^j  union  meetings 
and  cafes  as  to  what  is  desired  or  opposed  by  a  majority  of 
the  colonists  make  known  their  wishes  to  the  city  political 
factions.,  and  as  nearly  a  third  of  Tampa  voters  are  Latins, 
their  wishes  recomnndation3  carry  much  weight  in  politics. 
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Cf  course  soma  vot  rs  arc  unconverted  jocb rassiirty KX.t rat  to  the 

majority  view  at  the  outset,  end  it  is  upon  these  that  the 

political  influence  of  their  papers  is  chiefly  effective,  the 

others  bei-'g  already  ’’lined  up*1  at  the  clubs  and  other  meeting 

places#  By  the  mc-thocls  outlined  and  their  nanny  gift  for 

cooperation,  the  Latins  usually  vote  almost  solidly  for  the 

candidates  jxtaaxjsn  endorsed  by  the  majority,  and  are  thus  a 

local 

power  to  be  reckoned  ?/ith  in/politics# 

Vhile  there  has  be  n  no  crusading  effort  toward  Ameri¬ 
canization,  yet  the  Latin  presSjhsarxxxyEt  through  its  gradual 
adoption  of  American  journalistic  methods  has  exerted  a  material 
influence  on  the  assimilation  of  the  race  here#  V.here  the 
papers  in  early  days  gave  most  of  their  space  to  affairs  of 
the  homeland  and  their  peoole  here,  each  succeeding  decade 

i 

has  shoTm  an  Increase  in  American  news — local,  state  and 
national— and  a  more  pronounced  Amer i c ^  • 

As  Ybor  City  has  progressed  through  the  more  than  50 

« 

years  of  its  existence  Americanization  has  increased  with  each 

succeeding  generation.  Iio  ever,  generally  speaking,  the  elders 

who  arrived  first  have  kept  aloof  and  still  cling  to  the  thoir 

xkuexb 

native  ideals  and  customs,  /in  earlier  years  a  very  rigid 

of 

chaperonage  of  daughter s/iuta  Latin  families  was  maintained 
until  thoir  marriage#  But  through  reading  of  American  customs 
and  observation  of  the  freedom  of  American  girls,  supplemented 
by  vigorous  objectfcons  of  the  glr  daughters  themselves,  parents 
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have  greatly  relaxed  this  native  custom.  Modem  mothers  now 

so  much 

follow  it  in  a  perfunctory  way,  not/to  act  as  duennas,  but 

because  it  gives  them  an  excuse  to  ”go  places.”  Host  of  the 

Latins  today  . 

parents  of  accents  young/ px apirnx af xtod&y^rKS^Lxx.ajixwxli 


sus  read  American  iictidn, 

advertisements,  radio  and  theater  announcements,  and  news  of 
society, ftnlngH*:  sports,  politics  and  economics  in  their 
Latin  papers,  which  tends  to  arouse  their  interest  in 
American  life/  and  helps  in  their  absorption  into  that  life. 

Italians  of  the  Latin  colony,  lik^  the  Spanish  groups, 
are  kiLvnlyx±u  vitally  interested  in  nrws  of  the  world  situation, 

especially  as  to  its  import  to  the  future  of  Italy,  Opinion 

seems  to  be 

among  local  Itnlions/*H  divided  in  regard  to  the  rule  of 
russolini  or  the  desirability  ,of  a  totalitarian  government  in 
their  mother  country,  but  ^hose  interviewed,  were  noncommittal 
on  this  subject  or  as  to  their  being  influenced  by  newspapers. 


There  scorned  to  be  a  fear  among  then  £3  to  expressing  an 

opinion  concerning  the  politics  of  Italy,  butv  all  were 

/ 

apparently  favorable  to  tfar  present  form  of  government  in 
America  and.  the  current  administration.  Without  expressing 
themselves  s  dictatorship  in  itsd  in  their  ancestral  country, 
a  number  of  Italians  admired  |fuscolin»s  work  in  what  they 
termed  the  reconstuotion  of  Italy  fromdl  its  previous  chaotic 
state. 


Latin  Publications  of  the  Past  and  Present 
Br  sides  the  current  Latin  newspapers  JDtxXHapK  printed 
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in  Tampa,  more  than  v.  score  of  others  have  been  published 
at  various  times  in  the  past,  as  most  of  these  defunct 
Journals  had  but  a  3hort  span  of  life,  they  will  receive  but 
casual  mention  here.  Only  those  that  iwot  lived  long  eno^igh 
to  have  a  material  influence  on  the  community  will  be 
treated  at  length#  t 


According  to  Ybor  C'ity^afciwasi^afl  the  first  .publication 


yv 


'A1 


was  not  a  newspaper,  but  a  kypah  typewritten  summary  of  news 

issued  daily  in  bulletin  form  to  be  read  to  clgarmakers  in 

the  factories.  ^anod  La  Traduce Ion  (The  Translation),  founded 
it  was 

in  1003, issued  in  mimeographed  form  for  a  number  of  years 
In  the  early  days  of  the  cigar  industry  a  lector  (reader)  was 


large 

employed  in  each/factory  to  read  aloud  to  the  workers  while 
rolled  cigars 

they/Jtex at  their  benches.  A  custom  perhaps  unique  in 
my  industry,  it  kept  workers  informed  of  the 

news,  as  few  of  them  in::fchasaucia  at  that  period  were  able  to 

the 

read/ dnglish  language.  Seated  on  a  high  platform  in  the  big 
work  room,  the  lector  or  reader,  r-araStsi  chosen  for  his  strong 
voice,  would  entertain  the  workers  by  reading  kwx&uzia  the  news, 
fiction,  history  and  other  literature.  In  recent  years  a  radio 
with  loud  speaker  is  installed  in  the  factory  to  supplant 
the  reader. 


/?&  ^ 


Tn/.19&4  the  publisher  of  La  Traduce  ion  bouylght  a  printing 


outfit  and  it  was  iscued  as  a  smexpp  four-page  newspaper  of 


general  circulation.  Informative  and  pro-labor  from  the 
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xxamx  i  t*tin 

A  p'cneor  of  Ybor  City  aoserts  that  the  f irut/publicrition 
tfeneral  circulation 

of  Any  kinr  printed  in  the  Teunpc  ar<  o.  w  a  i.a  R  vista  (The 

Fcvue),  e  weekly  paper  printed,  in  rpstnisli,  with  Fofe/el 

d&rtims  Ybor,  eon  of  tin  founder  of  ibor  City,  *b  editor* 

It  wee  established  in  1901  and  discontinued  four  y*  a.vr 

later*  Xiatyjja  A  literary  revt.  ,  with  devotee  to  maetcre  of 

education,  ciorals  and  religion,  its  circulation  was  United,  as 

raost  of  the-  7  fitin  population  k^as^titartteatuitiEuif:  consisted  of 

working  people  vfto  were  mor  interested  in  n  ;vr,  sports  and 

literary- 

labor  natters  Urvn/&ttude  reading*  :  dor,  the  editor, 

was  lot  r  appoint'd  consul  of  tJi  kepufcXio  of  Cuba  in  iempa. 

The  <  oumr  1  wr  c.p.r  hn  c  to  a  by/  Vr»  n-n*r  "  n  nm  v,,i  ~i  i  T,  \  1 1  0  ewpwwy 

in  a  .qua- story  (lyuii^r -or-frawo?)  building  rt  1508  r eve nth 

A 

rxc  iu  ,  "her  C ity. 
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beginning,  its  policy  remained,  the  s ,ime ■ot s msixahaspri 

afnx&^:^trrasgmH3tgHia::hy:c?ig  In  1938  it  was  merged  byxpioc  abuse 
Sp  nish  (The  Press),  and. 

with  r.nother/dally  paper.  La  Prensa^  the  nano  was  changed  to 

the  present  title. 

La  Tradiiooiori-La  Pronsa*  '/Iho  policy  of  both  papers  had  been 

the  some,  and  has  not  changed  since  the  merger.  The  average 

circulation  of  Lc  Traauoolon  since  it  become  a  newspaper  has 

been  rstimrmetd  as  1,000.  In  periods  od  depression  it  has 

below  that  increased 

fallen  about  50  per  cent./  and  in  prosperous  years  has  /tson 

a  proportionate  amount*  *"o  early  issues  of  these  papers  are 
obtainable. 

La  Traduce ion  was  founded  in  if3~ typewritten  or  mimeo¬ 
graphed  form  by  Ramon  Valdespino,  a  native  oi  Cuba, 
hod  b  en  o  writer  for  Havana  newspapers*  He  started  the 
publication  in  his  i osidenco,  a  ono-story  frame  bull doing  on 

Hth  Avc.,  near  Nebraska  /We.,  Ybor  City,  with  an  investment 

pro-labor 

of  about  25*  Its  policy  was  informative,  with/ a  ^asttlatkjax  bias, 
most  of 

and/itc  contents  were  rewritten  fro  m  daily  nglish- language 
papers  published  in  Tampa  or  Spanish- language  papers  from 
Havana* 

Some  time  befoio  th  paper  was  issued  ±rr:Jsyp*:  from  type 
ptn  Valdespino  *«  suffered  a  paralytic  stroke,  and  Jose  A,  Gregory 
become  its  editor  end  publisher, 

jtosvis  In  1898,  prior  to  theLn  Traduclon*s  birth 

<3t_ 

rs  a  ntlmnogr *ph e af set  typewritten  sheet,  .^similar  news  bulletin 
wac  tumcc.  out  fer  readers  in  cigar  factories  by  Victor 


(10> 


Latin  Press 
Tampa,  1  lorida 

Line  say  i,I.  Br  yen 


*  t 

JIunoz,  Carlos  Pujol  and  Josg  R«  fwnfellz.  It  ooased  publication 

after  a  few  months,  as  jRiigidtKi;  printed  Latin  nev/spapers  of 

general  circulation  had  then  appear  d. 

Latin 

The  first  regularly  printed/ daily  newspaper  published 
locally  was  1  Diarlo  do  Tampa  (The  Daily  of  Tampa),  founded 
in  June,  1908, by.  printed  in  Spanish,  by  Jaaquin  Me  sounana  and 
Sons,  idi  In  th*  ir  v on e ..  ■  n t ag y  at 

lo08  Seventh  Avenue,  Ybor  City*  It  was  a  a  four-page,  six- 

column,  ? ndependeiit, inf ormativ*  and  pro-1 ebor  journal,  which 
ceased  publication  after  four  years  clue  to  a  depression  ftn  the 
cig  \r  industry*  It  had  an  average  circulation  a  time,  ted  at 
800  up  to  the  1;  ?:z  year  of  its  existence,  when  its  clrculat  n 
I  roup  d  ta  t  low  500. 

As  to  which  ir  the  oldest  Latin  newspaper  now  existing, 

there  is  a  dispute  between  KfL^rrjSimidJBR  partisans  of  La  # 

Trr  hie o ion  and  .1  Kcraldo  Dominical  (Th<  Sunday  Herald).  Some 

informants  say  the  letter  prp.nr  was  founded  in  1914  ae  a 

regular  print'd  newspaper,  while  the  faaaK3e*t5i;  former  did  not 

become  n  i euk  newspaper  in  the  true  sense  until  1928.  Others 

dispute  this  assertion.  As  no  early  copies  of  either  paper 

of  nensiaxiiy  longevity 
are  available,  the  quention/remnins  in  controversy, 

ri  Hera lap  Dominical,  printed  in  Spanish,  has  continued 

s'  r  ‘  IL“r  ~  **  — — 

from  Its  founding  in  1914  until  tho  present  as  a  weekly 
independent  newspaper  of  four  sir- column  pages,  inf  omative 
and  pro-labor1,  issued  on  Sunday.  Its  founder  and  present 

•  f6 
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cwrur-cdltor,  Jose  de  la  Carnpa,  in  p  native  of  Havana,  33.&X 

Irvin:  had  journalistic  exp' r loner  in  Cuba  and  this  country* 

Its  policy  hap  continued  the  same  throughout  ,  advocating 

the  interests  of  tb<  working  cl.*-:  ss  and  their  community 

welfare*  Its  ectmnted  average  circulation  of  L*000  oopios 

hae  verier  x^ti^lRtsxix.ELr.nEiLhEn^  as  much  re  50  parent  above 

me  b  lov  th».  t  with  fluctue.t-onc  in  employment  6£  cig  r  yorkers* 

very  •  -f^  7  k 

Th--  pa  er  was  started  witt/limitcd  capital  in  "1  nnpi  ntory  -H'  l'ti't" 

jar  .uilding  at  the  southwest  corner  of*  12th  Av  mu 

unci  ICth  Street. 

was 

o-g.  prmsa  (The  Trees),/,  our. do d  in  1913  by  rmcisco  do 
Vallina  as  a  Spanish-lsnguagc  weekly  ,  Independent,  pro-l-t  cor 
and  informative.  Aith  :  omr  changes  in  persona  1  no  p-- rl ol¬ 
io  ty,  it  lied  «•  continued  existence  until  kfc  it  was  .merged  v/ith 

a  nr.tiv  of  Asturias,  Spain, 

la  Traou.cc Ion  in  1838#  Its  foundcr/was  a  printer  with  sorao 
nev/spaper  osrporitn.ee.  It  became  a  daily  in  1218  1918,  then 
WB  changed  to  ?.  weekly,  and  in  122  1954  was  gain  published 
r.s  daily  and  <10  continued  until  it  3:  .bcorption  by  norger*  if  tor 
the  death  of  Its  Iouj  r  in  1927  it  had  the  following  editors 
named  in  th:  order  of  tlioir  succession  1  ?  axlmo  Cuervo,  Toao 

Cortez  Labra,  Joaquin  Alvarez,  Leonardo:  Mar  Salvador  Cerrn, 
lieo!WRdex?iartiJ!ayxAa.?lau2x^:&i.ijsaxxru3:2:axjHTid  liseo  Peraz  and 
Cortez  habra  .  The  latter  retired  as  editor  when  tho  paper 
comb  in.  or.  with  I-'  _Tr9du.ee  ion. 

Cdr.ce  the  m  per  of  I  Pr-nsa  and  La  Tr a quo cl on  ,  th-'  editor 
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of  tlic  combined  papers  has  been  Anthony  Penaniez,  who  line 

been  the  editor  of  La  Trudlocion,  The  plant  of  the  merged 

journals  is  ct  1918  7 if t vent'.?.  Street,  where  the  letter  p  p' r 

was  eet  oil ehecl  when  it  hoe '.mo  e,  full-fledged  newspaper.  The 

tli©  daily  a  morning  paper, 

present  circulation  of/Lv  Tr-c. .rdcuion-ha  Pr  en3a/is  estimated  at 

1,200  copies. 

The  other  existing  daily  in  the  Spknifh-l  nguage  field  is 

dr.  Gacctfi  (The  Gazette),  xi^Lelsjcsms  an  evening  paper  found : d  in 

1923  by  Victor! ano  Mantciga,  a  nc.tiv  of  Spain.  Its  contents 

?nd  policy  at  th  "beginning  and  throughout  its  life  have  boi-n 

similar  to  that  of  other  Latin  papers  in  Tampa,  via.;  independent 
democretic- 

informetivc/  liberal  In  politics,  pro-labor,  and  devoted  to 
furthering  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the 

community  in  general  and  the  Latin  population  in  particular*  It 
has  continued  to  be  so  evening  daily  since  its  founding*  It 


wns  z'sjt.r.  originally  established  in  its  present  quarters,  ~ ^ 

L* -  W  no?- 

*et-x&02  i  vnnth  *vcnun,  Ybor  City*  with  about  12,000  capital* 


La  Greet?1 s  z± z&x  average  circulation  estimated  at  1,003  has 
doorfsgf'd  in  times  of  strpx  ccrtr  :  me  depression  to  as  low  as 


f>3C  and  increased  in  prosperous  year  a  to  uor  than  1,500* 

of  general  circulation 

•imorg  other  Spanish- language  yidsitiax  journal^ that  have 
been  published  in  Tampa  for  various  short  periods  were  the 
following: 

:ijl  ^.jim:uhr"-qng±  a3tl3Aaaail»i2pc£aauggfi  dvfeyx 


(Q*\ 


Latin  os 3 

TiiM.p  ,  loriuu 

l.i-1  hay  9  Bryan 


(Triumph) 

T rlunf o,/ a  weekly  which  ©arrie&lu*  section  printed  In 
nglish.  “Tk i I*,- nHyi  to  be  printed  currently  at 
intervals,  but  It  is  hot  listed  in  the  city  directory  and  its 
atlon  could  not  be  found* 

Ki  Inbruso  {The  Intruder) ,  gtaAxaltahcduin  1906-1910,  weekly/ 
ftagazi  ne, 

/humorous,  critical,  ironic;  xia^x&fxxl&xlna&jsx  founded  by 

j 03 e  Cor tea  Labra* 

1  In  da  z  piTi  Audacious),  informative,  literary  i.igazine 
for  axli  the  home*  .  ;stabl5-shed  kg:  in  1907  by  Gonzaio  G*  ivero, 
last  :  a  b.\  1 1  n.  f  ■  w  m  on  th  r  4 

1  F  --■-.\.roc»o  da  rip  a  .  ;h-  Progress  of  Tuapa),  1906-1910* 
Informative  v.e-  kly  n- wepapor,  Discontinued  because  of  lack 


of  support, 

a  small  weekly  journal 

Cuba,/ f ounde d  during  the  Cuban  revolution  by  Ramon  R  viro 
y  Rivero,  It  was  devoted  bo  the  revolutionary  cause  of  Cuba, 
discontinued  in  1898  after  the  Span! ah- American  war. 

1  Coianoroio  (The  Commerce),  1911-1914,  A  small  weekly 
Kfisxsgm informative  n~wa paper,  found  by  Jose  C*  Otero, 
a  native,  of  Asturias,  ip  a  in.  Lack  of  advertising  patronage 


ended  its  life  after  two  years. 

Tampa  Illuatrado  (Illustrated  Tampa),  a  weekly  magazine 
for  the  family,  existed  s  few  months  in  1912,  Founded  by 
iAanuel  Cadiz,  Cuban  writer,  it  f  atured  photographic  illus¬ 
trations. 


id.  „  jote  (The  Quixotic),  1913-1915,  a  humorous  ac 


•  1 ' '  1 


\JsL  L'-(  c*. 

mf.g&zint^o^  c hort  Ilf:*  'To  d  tails  of  its  founding  wbbc 
available# 

'  .1  Chcruto  (The  Cheroot),  a  humorous  and  sophisticated 
weekly  magazine,  lasted  a  f ev;  months  in  1918#  **o  information 

wac  obtainable  ns  to  details  of  itr.  existence. 

The  f,ampa  ■  vening  Journal,  printed  partly  in  Spanish  and 
partly  ia  "ngl.lsli,  existed  x  as  a  daily  indcpehdent  and 
inf ormat.ivo  n  \mp  per  for  a  few  months  curing  the  .  lorida 
boom  In  1988.  ■  ouncied  by  Julian  Linz,  grtxr.tteunax  u  Tampa 
lawyer,  its  editorial  staff  included  l  amon  Pagis,  Alfredo  hon- 
tezcts  toto  and  francisco  Puentes*  It  perished  for  lack  of 
fin*  ncx  1  suppoi-t  • 

La  IT  ovist  a  ?  stino  ( The  T  a  tin  Hcvi  ew ) ,  a  w  ?  ekly  me  g  a  z  in  •• 
that  had  a  abort  life,  in  19215,  v  v.  founded  by  Cristino  I  • 
melon,  an  operatic  singer  end  writer  froa  Spain#  It 
featured  illustrations,  art,  mr do.  music,  politics  anc 
literary  dap artments# 

La  Tribune  (The  Tribune),  s  v - el:ly  independent  and  in¬ 
weeks 

foraotivo  newspaper,  was  publisher  for  a  f  ew/msatteJK  in  1926, 

It  wf.s  published  and  edit'  d  by  Ilonorato  .  ominguez,  *  native 
of  Cuba# 

7oz  (Th  Voice)  was  started  in  1932  as  p.  Spanish  morn¬ 
ing  daily  "  vcp  p.  r,  independent  and  informative  in  charactpr# 
It  cue cu  .bed  titer  r  few  weeks,  due  to  lack  of  support# 
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r\  number  of  Spanish  publications  such  ae  "house  organs” 

or  bull (tins  of  clubs, churches,  o©o.,  have  appeared  rt 
ana  42uiiicvc.w 

various  t '.me s/fco  s:  Rchio.  vs  some  local  fffiBiflaaag  distinction. 

Of  the  noro  notable  among  th<  ra  siuo4S  were  1 

1  As  bur  (The  Asturian),  ©  weekly  mag© sin©  publiaheh 

In  che  interests  of  the  local  Centro  Asturiimo,  >  Latin  club 

with  •  membership  of  nor  than  1,000,  It  a  founder  vraa  Arca-io 

T:v\vr9  nr tlV'  of  Spain.  E' sides  soaniwinijag; .club  nev?3,  its 

cent  nts  in«3ar*.r  v/crc  of  gn oral  nature,  treating;  of  art, 

oi  th,.  cigar  industry 
liter  Thu:-  ,  renulii  news/and  politics, 

.1  l‘LLdt  io.  a  pocket  3ize  magazine  containing  nev:a  of 

local  the 'tern,  mov  .0  stare  and  'ususomonts  generally,  one  of 

the  editors  was  Joso  ;  .  l’anf©liz,  a  picneei:  :,nt±n  writer, 

editor  end  theatrical  manager  of  Tampa* 

1  iz-ombiu  (The  Jorby),  a  humorous.  Iconoclastic  magazine 

featuring  sperto,  politics  and  local  news,  published  and 

edited  by  Jose  Cortez  babra. 

1  .;cnai;|ero  del  Uogar  (The  hone  ?*es3eng  or ; ,  published 

rnd  c  ited  1000-1001  by  the  '  •  verend  oen&ro  Hernandez,  pas  or 

of  the  Ybor  City  Cangregat’ anal  Church.  Tt  was  devoted 

chiefly  to  religious  and  home  Interests. 

1  bcrulna  Toatroi  (The  Theatrical  Weekly) ,  published  and 

edited  in  1022  or  1923,  by  isp  Leopoldo  Gonzalez.  Contained  • 

news  and  acveitis  ments  of  local  theaters  and  oovic  houses. 


(CS) 


I-o tin  Pr-  no 

v' .  :p;  ,  v".C:.  i.  u 

.Vi/.uoy  •  :  ryan 


ether  looolly/ jB'JJia13tetiU  op  nonage  publioatiom) 

or  no 

that  hod  a  short  life  end  of  which  there  la  lit *.  lo/ IS** &if 


r<  cord  wore  the  following  3 

j  1  Tbero  ( Th  To eri  n) 

M  r,n  t»  no»Amerioono  ('Ih  Latln-Amerioan) 


>1  .■■ogf-r  (The  Forae) 
r ig qrro  (The  Cl z ar j 


tl  _jj,endo  (The  iobgoblln) 


,1  f 


For  th 


%  I.  -  t-  to  vr— Sui  .••  •  r¥; 


■t-r.  n  cubllcs.t Iona 
v^r"’  ^rrr-swxTic.  ' 

reason  th-t  taost  of  itapa  *  r/  -r  pu  •  }.rt 


o  '  ltd*  n  stoch  Vos  learned  to  ro  d  nglish  and  punish  iher  • 

real 

ir  sold  to  bo  no  /Sf’ptfr :ct,tWB  need  r.t  pr  oont  fer  r  local 

nn7cpopcr, 

ltd  1  an/prcpsdR#  Mia  none  e  xi  sts*  ra  a  J  or  1  %  of  Cl :  o .  of  roc-'  n  t 

bl-lingual  la 

0  ne  el; ions  rr<-  tri-lingua  1  In  i op  ocli  ;  nd/r ending*  'Tearly  sill 
except  tho  elders  nr:  able  to  rend  both  nglish  and  "pmiah 
papers,  while  th  older  ones  find  Italian  paper o  published 


In  Italy  rid  te&i:  the  larger  American  c  it  I  or.  on  their  club 
ro suing  t -biers,  How over,  in  tho  pa at  several  sevorrl  papers 
lit  v:  V  n  publish  6  loc  lly  in  th-  Italian  lp.ngur-.go* 

•ar — best  ir.iovm-nrgn — thr  foll-ewittgi 


r t "lion  iTibllo^tiona 


)  I 


) 


•  •  ' 
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Latin  Press 
Apr.  5,  1939 
Lindsay  M.  Pryrn 


Their  language  was  approximately  pure  Italian,  hut 
with  many  sport  and  slang  terms  in  Amerioan-Jhglish,  and 

sca&xsome  in  a  hybrid  patois  ofxAggfrjglxicri  1JLXz.lZ2a1x.BX 

Italianized  English.  In  their  attitude  toward  the  politics 

of  Italy,  particularly  on. Issues  where  their  subscribers  might 

generally  &xmsrxljty 

be  divided  in  opinion,  they/have  been/feauan.  diplomatically 
neutral  or  non-commital. 

As  a  rule  the  Italian  journals  existing  at  those 
liberal  democratic 

periods  f avorG<ytho/policies  of  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Woodrow 
Wilson, xnri  Fra  lin  D.  Roosevelt  and  WPA.  They  have  unlform- 
ly  sided  with  organized  labor,  without  strong  partis  n3hip 
for  either  AFL  or  CIO.  Informants  assert  that  none  of  the 
papers  have  boon  influenced  in  policy  by /advertisers. 

Locally  published  Italian  papers  of  which  any  record 
was  obtainable  were  these: 

La  Voce  bellr  Colonla  (The  Voice  of  the  Colony)  was 

the  first,  founded  in  1910  in  a  brick  building  at  Seventh 

newspaer 

Avenue  and  Twelfth  Street,  Ybor  City.  It  was  a  weekly/ of 
four  six-column  pages,  edited  by  Vincent  Anbinori  and  Arthur 
Mrssolo.  In  1912  Maasolo  retired  and  was  succeeded  by  L.  Otero. 
After  that  the  paper  was  printed  with  a  Spanish  section, 
about  half  its  space  in  that  language  and  half  In  Italian, 
and  the  number  of  pages  was  increased  to  eight.  It  ceased 
publication  in  1914  when  Vincent  Antinori  became  secretary 
of  L^Unione  Itaiiano  (The  Italian  Club),  which  had  about 
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T  nmpe,  F 1  or  i  da 
Apr.  b,  1959 
Lindsay  K«  Bryan 


5,000  members. 

'Ilit  paper*  s  jialisy  character  was  informative,  pro- 
labo:,  educational,  and  with  editorials  fostering  American¬ 
ization’  and  the  American  form  of  government.  Xt  was  devoted 
c  lef'ly  to  the  interests  of  the  Isolx  local  Italin  popula¬ 
tion.  Anxipansjealxinui  The  editors  were  intellectual  men,  but 
as  a  grv.fct  majority  of  JUk.  the  readers  wore  workers  employed 
in  cigar  factories  the  paper  was  edited  accordingly. 

The  circulation,  virtually  all  local,  varied  %ttxdnpr.:c assign 

4 

from  around  500  in  depression  years  to  perhaps  12,000  ±nx 
when  the  cigar  industry  was  prosperous.  The  average  was 
estimated  at  approximately  1,200. 

was xk a t abli xh  ed  inxX oy i-mabisrxl^Oy.lnxxxJbrlgk; --building:  .at 
1731:  5tKWKnthxihggngxyyYbww:<fi-.»icyyxw5:thy2tnIn!t::S?±j>cicxtMyiigypwfal-i:3Uiy 
xndxs dltor  ltxc.Kase.si:  pisblleatiaatJ  et  :■  f  iv ErmonktesxhiuinuxB 

EfxiRcfc-i  af  xpapul  *Jt  xxupper  k 

II  Res vigil o  (The  Rebel),  s  weekly  newspaper  of  eight 
six-column  pages,  was  started  in  ’Tovembsr  1920  in  a  brick 
building  at  1731  Seventh  Avenue,  Ybor  City,  with  John  Pi 
biaio  as  publisher  and  editor.  It  ceased  publication  after 
five  months  because  of  lack  of  popular  support.  It3  purposse, 
policy  and  contents  were  similar  to  those  of  La  Voce  Bella 

Colonja. previously  described.  The  paper  was  said  to  have 

jf % 
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Latin  Press 
Tampa,  i  lor  lor 
Apr.  1059 
Linear  u.  ryo.n 


started  with  a  circulation  of  about  1,000,  will  oh  tiooreasec 
continually  from  the  beginning*  rut  lew  copica  wore  aont 
outside  of  loriuu# 


II  ?■.  nal  ro  (T'h<.  Linker),  a  IC-pago  bi-monthly  magMZino, 


v;r 3  established  in  19..  1  in  .jbho  ph:  /our- story  brick  build© 


of  u, .  Italian  CluL^y  It  was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
local  It  -tl-tnn  people  generally  and  tlie  olu;  numbers  in 


-particular,  as  It  whs  published  by  the  c, -due  .Lionel  comittoo 


of  t  o  club,  with  Vincent  Antinori  as  editor.  Its  clroula- 


fh*/i 


tion  v;us  ofciefly  among  tb  o  3, 000  club  rae’ jbcra^J-affSThbout 


0/ 

While  A 

400  were  sent  onto  do  of  Florida#  /t£Lu  general  trend  of 

fraternal, 

this  periodical  was  /informative,  oduc*tionr  /  and  cultural. 


r\o~t  of  its  renders  wbre  of  the  wor’rins-  classes  and.  it  was 

bliis  always 

edited  :ov.n  tc/3E&-  icc.j  rity,  nit/wlth  a  nn  unobtrusive 


Oi  ort  toward  culture  and  American  lz-9  tl  on « agxt.tn.-reiaidi/rK^ 

Ovrtr  „  to  r  depression  in  the  olgar  industry  in  1023 
publication  was  discontinued  in  that  year.  ov;  sreapj 


<  4- 

|  w 


wrs  revived  in  1939  imd^r  the  name  of  The  Italian  Club  mile  tin 
md'-uabHcr^ioa  of  thi^-Uoryy^l  as  s  tnagazim  Ron  of  a:t  H  r 


trend  until  1938.  Tn  the t  year  its  fora  wrs  changed  to  that 
of  a  fo  r-page  s.lx-coluiiin  nt - ;op?  po  ,  still  a  club  organ#  Tt 
ISSfbtijcacfcx  Tt  is  published  at  b  (April,  1939)  in  the 

flan"  for  ..  cut  naturje# 

In  th  club  paper  Installed  »  ngUdi>dAngiMg« 

& 
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J-'P  tln  Pr<  os 
‘I  mp  ,  Florida 

.pr.  2/  1939 
. Inda<  y  »  hr^an 


Kart-'teJiMgaag-xada^K  xgfcMsu  j&if  amHlcteae&xKu  s&HEt 

.ricr'  ns^d  its  Informative  content  and  hf «  continued  wnttjbae 
its  influence  toward  a  liberal  end  democratic  American 
view  point#  It  ot-rrieg  an  editorial  page,  three  pages  of 
club  nows  end  announcements#  two  pages  of  general  news, 
article  s  and  poetry#  and  an  :;o  of  two  pages  of  advertising* 

Vincent  Antinori  iu  editor, 

T1  Corrlere  holla  /loriici  {The  Courier  of  Florida)#  a 
weekly  newspaper  of  four  six-column  pages#  founded  in  1936 
nd  discontinued  jdiii.’ar  In  1937  after  eight  months  of  life, 

\r  s  5 afcK  atrrfced  in  a  two- story  brie#  building  at  1308  ast 
roadway,  Vbor  City*  l «  G  *  de  be r one ell i  was  proprietor-pub¬ 
lisher  and  freu  Ld  Arpa  editor*  It  was  an  informative 

-o  paper  of  general  circulation,  with  a  policy 
and  content  similar  generally  to  other  loce.l  Latin  inquire 

Journals  here,  except  that  it  was  not  as  liberally  democratic 

&n  ngllch  section, 

as  most  of  the  others*  Tt  cont«ined/npr.T>oximat<  ly  a  page 
of  editorial  matter,  two  pages  devoted  to  general  and  local 
news,  poetry  and  articles,  and  about  ten  columns  of  ads 
of  local  business  Maruuma  cone: me.  Its  estimated,  initial 
circulation  of  1,000  dropped  rapidly  during  a  loc- 1 
depression  until  it  gave  up  for  look  of  support*  A  flight 
leaning  toward  the  fascist  government  in  Tfcrly  may  hove 
hastened  its  end,  in  a  community  largely  pro-lnbor  and 


democratic* 
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*Tcv;n  stand  C  liyulatlon 

local 

aok  of/demand  for  Latin  publications  of  any  kind  is 

indicated  by  a  visit  to  the  newsstands  in  XL  or  City,  (nly 

wa ere  the  Spanish  language 

two  places  wore  found/periodicalc  tn/fcatin  v;oro 

had 

to.xAafXaiJBd  odd#  rT on ?/ ®£ Ji  «&nct  Italian  publications. 

At  fcho  Casino  ,Tow3  stand,  1031  Past  Broadway,  were 
displayed  conies  of  T a  Voz  ('.’hr  Voice),  r  Plianish  socialistic 
newspaper  published  in  ’Toy  York 

The  I  its,  a  combination  lunch  and  newsstand  at  1501 

exhibited 

a  at  I  'To  i  dwa  y/jfcizplayr  d  r  few  copies  of  1  acetaz  (humor),  an 
i.<  lustrated  humorous  magazine  publisho  in  Havana,  Cuba. 


# 


CCi-Tpu.lAVTSi  uosc  1.  i  nf  liz,  pioneer  eeitor  and  writer 
for  Spanish -language  publieatior  a  in  7b  cr  City;  Vincent 
Antinori,  secretary  of  the  city's  largos  Italian  ulub  and 
•Altor  of  ZtaUfn»l(mgttAg«  periodicals,  :or  City ;  Anthony 

j*  •  Fernandez,  editor  La  irac-uooion*.^  i-  i  ciua,  Ybor  city; 
Viotoriano  Vr.nteiga,  editor  ""La  r.  aoeia,  Ybor  "City;  Joso  do 
lu  Cm  po,  ed  tor  M  i.cr&luo  fominioal.  It  or  Cityj  Pedro 
Ramir  ,z  .  ora,  llkor  1 1  Interna  nT,  bor  Cityi  .  •  • 

aicia,  .  ry  Cigar makers 1  Pooal  Union  ’To.  500,  Ybor  Cityi 

Felix  Canella,  student  of  ioclol  y,  pa)  Ju  j  • 

Castlglla,  .judge  of  juvenil*  court,  Tampa)  Juan  Manuel  de  lu 
Pujnto,  Cuban  consul,  Tampa  j  Prof.  Louis  A*  "lava,  instructor 
in  .  p  nizh,  University  of  iampa. 
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